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therefore, that inasmuch as the Government of the 
United States has pledged itself in the acts regu- 
jating intercourse with the Indian tribes, to protect 
the property of said tribes, and to pay for it when 
destroyed by citizens of the United States, he may 
be paid for his negro out of the Treasury of the 
United States, together with a reasonable sum for 
his expenses in attempting to recapture him. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. . 

Mr. WALKER submitted a communication, ad- 
dressed to him by the Executive Committee of the 
University of Wisconsin and the Commissioners 
of the school lands in that State, in relation to a 
grant of certain salt-spring lands to the said insti- 

tion. 
mat the last session, said the honorable gentle- 
man, the Senate passed a bill, making this cession 
of lands, but it failed in the House of Representa- 
tives, for wantoftime. He hoped, therefore, that 
the committee would report the bill, with as little 
delay as possibie, in justice to the State of Wis- 
consin. 

The communication was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Walworth 
county, Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a 
mail-route from Muguanego to White Water, in 
that State; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of Henry 
Williams, United States attorney for the District 
of Georgia, asking an increase of his compensa- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
any: 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
oficers and soldiers in the late war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. MANGUM. [I hold in my hand a petition 
signed by some three hundred persons of the most 
respectable portion of the community in which 
they reside, in the county of Onslow, in the State 
of North Carolina. It represents, sir, that the 
navigationgof New River, in that county, which 
passes through a region of exceeding fertility, is 
obstructed by shoals, at the point of its entrance 
into the Atlantic; and it prays a small appropria- 
tion for the purpose of removing these obstruc- 
tions. It sets forth, that the immediate vicinity of 
that river, not more than thirty miles into the in- 
terior, contains immense quantities of timber, corn, 
cotton, and various other articles of produce. I 
know it to be as fertile as any region in the State; 
I know that in addition to that, it is supplied with 
naval stores of every description—the finest forests 
—the largest trees which I ever saw, except on the 
banks of the Cumberland—all of which now re- 
main almost useless, because it is impossible to 
get them to the ocean. If an appropriation or 
grant of this sort is to be made, I know of no case 
in which it can more fairly and usefully be made, 
than in this instance, to the extent of the appro- 
priation asked for; and, sir, when it shall be re- 
membered, on the part of the committee to whom 
Idesire to have it referred, that the State from 
which it comes has asked but very little from this 
Government, and has received much less, I trust 
that these petitioners will meet with due and fa- 
vorable consideration. I move that, without read- 
ing, the petition be referred to the Committee on 

mmerce. 

The petition was so referred. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which were referred the petition and papers of 
Benjamin Tatham and brothers, submitted an ad- 
Verse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

tr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Patents, 
dake og was referred the petition of William R. 
evins, asking a renewal of his patent for a ma- 
= for cutting and rolling dough for crackers, 
Gamat &c., submitted a report, asking to be 
‘scharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 
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NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. CLARKE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, Or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to refund to the State of Rhode 
Island certain sums, advanced by that State, for 
the support of volunteers and enlisted soldiers in 
the Jate war with Mexico. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I ask the per- 
mission of the Senate to be excused from further 
service on the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The question on granting the request to be ex- 
cused, was taken accordingly, and agreed to. 

Mr. KING. 
orable Senator has felt it to be his duty to ask to 
be excused from serving on the Committee on 
Foreign Relations; but as he has so desired it, I 
will move that the presiding officer appoint another 
Senator to fill the vacancy in the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL AND EXPLANATORY. 
Mr. BENTON. There being a gap at this mo- | 
ment in the business of the Senate, I will call the 
attention of the Senate to what I read in one of 





the morning papers—the National Intelligencer. || 


It purports to be an account of what was said here 
yesterday, in a certain case, in which my own voice 
was heard. So far asl am represented in that pa- 
per, sir, the report is substantially correct. So far 
as another is concerned, it is not correct. 
Mr. President, I have to say, what every Senator 


well knows, that‘it is not only the right, but the || 
duty, of a Senator, to revise-his speeches, improve || 
the style, and improve the argument, if it relates || 
to argument; but where there is something of a || 





different character—something personal—there can || 


be no alteration of the words. Thisis parliament- | 
ary law, and it is the law, I will not say of honor, | 
but of civilized man. 
Now, after the scene which occurred yesterday, | 
the reporter [for the **‘ Union’’] came to.me and laid 


on my table the notes of what I had said, and || 


asked me to revise them. I refused even to read 
them. I did not, and would not read them. I told 
him it was his business to make it correct, and I 
expected he had made it correct. And why would 
not L.read them, sir? Because it should not be 
said that I had meddled with a word privately. I 


— that honor can ever do, to let the reporter 
make his report of personal scenes; and if there 
is anything wrong in the report, correct it in the 
Senate—correct it in the face of those who heard 
everything, and who know what is right and what 
is wrong. A public correction of public person- 


L segret very much thet the hon- || our parliamentary law, and stand there. 


Now, | 
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can see who heard what was said yesterday, and 
could have the stomach to read the filthy stuff 
that appeared in the papers this morning. I am 
not going to nauseate the Senate by reading it; 
but I have demanded from the reporter the ori- 
ginal notes of the debate. I find the report correct 
in the Republic. I have demanded from the re- 
porter his notes, for the purpose of justifying him 
at all events. 

And now, sir, I will read to the Senate, merel 
as an exemplification of the kind of abuse wah 
I have spoken o/, but a single phrase, and I take 
it out of the paper which is the regular authorized 
reporter of the Senate, from which it is to ge into 

mean 


| to brand it as false before it leaves this chamber— 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
j 


to brand it from beginning to end, giving an ex- 
emplification whereof there are many of a like 
character. It says: 

«¢ At present he is shielded by his age, his open disavowal 
of the obligatory force of the laws of honor, and his Senato- 
rial privileges.*? 

Now, in the first place, no such thing was said 
here yesterday; and in the second place, if it had 
been said, it would have been false. So there are 
two falsehoods there together. I am remarking 


| on an article in a newspaper, and I cannot be 


| 


} 


} 


called to order. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I hope he will not 
be called to order by any one. 

Mr. BENTON. “ At present he is shielded 
‘ by his age, his open disavowal of the obligatory 
* force of the Jaws of honor, and his Senatorial 
‘ privileges.’’ Shielded by his age! by his age! 
Sir, let any person insult me where an appropriate 
chastisement can be employed, and inflicted upon 
blackguardism, and he will find out whether | am 
not young enough to resist; he will find out my 
age without consulting any calendar at all. 

‘* His open disavowal of the obligatory force of 
the laws of honor.” Take that in any sense, and 
itis false. ‘Take it in the sense in which it is per- 
haps intended, and itis false. I am not a man to 
make avowals except when there is a case pend- 


| ing, and then the avowal goes to the single case. 





alities, is the only thing that can be endured ina 
land of civilized men. I refused then even to 


| shield itself from infamy. 
intended then, as I always intend, and as the only || 
| one thing nor the other. 
| a case, they will get an answer; but there will be no 


| Senatorial privileges—I claim no privilege of at- 
| tacking any person on this floor—l claim ho 
| privilege of insulting anybody here. 
| done it in the thirty years [ have been here; I 


| It is not true that I ever made such ah avowal. 


It is a false excuse—an afterthought; itis an inven- 
tion of after-time—an invention of cowardice—to 
That is what it is. 
Sir, 1 never made such an avowal—I avow neither 
When any person pats 


avowals before that to go before the country. 
‘* His Senatorial privileges !’’ Sir, I claim no 


I have never 


read the notes of the reporter, and he carried them || have never begun to insult any one; but if it is 
away, asking me to fill up the blank in the first || begun with me, although I may bear with insults 


sentence, of two or three words which he did not 
catch. f filled up these two or three words in the 
opening sentence. That wasall. I never read one 


a long time, yet, when I once take notice of it, 
there shall be an end, one way or the other. And 
if the Senate does not know that it is a Senate—if 


word more. Now, sir, I find in the Intelligencer || this Senate does not protect itself from scenes 
this morning—and it may be in the Union also, for || which would disgrace the veriest brothel—if this 


what was said yesterday. It isa lying account 
from beginning to end. Itisan exemplification of 
all the modes of falsehood known to the law— 
suppressio veri et suggestio falsi—and that in a ma- 


been aworn to. 

Sir, in what is personal in this chamber, theré 
can be no alteration of words—there can be no 
substitution of equivocal or convertible phrases. 
The words spoken, so far as character or feeling 
is concerned, are to stand. They are to stand, 
sir, and he is to abide what is to result from them 
in public opinion, or in any other way. There is 
to be no made-up case—there is to be no alter- 
ation in a single phrase; and yet, in this case, the 
alterations ere systematic from the begivning to 
the end, and 1 say the reporter did not make 
them. I absolve the reporters. 

The rport omits many things that were said, 
and says many things mie were not said, and 
that were absolutely false, and this, any Senator 


| anything | know—what purports to be a report of || Senate permits language to be used here which 
| cannot be used in the filthiest brothel in the Five 
Points, or in the suburbs of the city—if they per- 


| 


terial point, which would make it perjury if it had 


mit such language to be used here, and to be used 
here with respect to me, I mean from this time 
forth to protect myself, cost what it may. 


Now, sir, I merely give this as a specimen of 
| the falsehood—malicions and systematic—which 


pervades what I find in this newspaper. I am 
speaking about a newspaper, sir, and cannot be 
called to order. And perhaps hereafter it may 
be well to wait for the newspaper, and then I can 
speak of the newspaper. I have given this as an 
example of the falsehood which pervades that re- 
port of what took place here yesterday, and which 
is to go into the permanent debates of the Con- 
gress of the United States—which is to stand in 
the register of these debates as true and permanent 
history! 1 brand it with falsehood before it goes 
there, and shall hold myself ready, upon any ap- 
propriate occasion that’ may require it, to prove 
the fi from beginning to end. 
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Mr. FOOTE. It will not surprise’any one, I || 
am sure, that I feel ambitious this morning to utter || 
a few words in my owndefence. The newspaper || 
has been attacked—I have not been attacked. The || 
course of the Senator is in character with himself. | 
He makes no direct attack—his attack is insidious || 
end covert; and yet you know, Mr, President, and 
all honorable Senators know, that I was the only | 
object of assailment. This course of hostility— | 
for hostility it is, and must be so considered by all 
now present, and by the twenty millions of en- || 
lightened freemen whom we recognize as country- 
men, and by posterity, too, if posterity shall take 
account of such a scene as this—this course of | 
hostility is one that I never had the ons taste for, | 
and never expect to have the lensttastefor. I am 
a plain man-a frank man—a direct man. I feel || 
that I can say that, without incurring suspicion of 
undue egotism. If 1 have anything to say of any | 
man, I say it to his face, and in his hearing, and 
in az plain language as I conceive to comport with | 
the rules of decorum which apply to the case. 
Now, sir, itis suggested and charged that the || 
report of my speech, @¢ speeches, in the Intelli- 
gencer and: Union of this morning—for they are | 
both the same report, for a cause which I shall 
mention presently—ia a false report of what 
occurred yesterday. Well, sir, it is certainly not | 
exactly, I presume, as the debate progressed, for 
an obvious reason. Our reporters are certainly as 
accurate as reporters generally are; but they are | 
badly located, and they have complained to us 
that they have but a poor opportunity to hear dis- | 
tinctly and satisfactorily what is said by honora- 
ble Senators, Yesterday presented an occasion | 
very unfavorable to accurate reporting. A most | 
stormy debate—an exciting, tempestuous discus- 
sion oceurred—and there was much confusion in |; 
this hall. The reporters were certainly unable to |, 
perform their duty as fully and as satisfactorily to |, 
themselves, as is customary. I state what honor- 
able Senators very well know, that I have been in |, 
the habit of taking the notes of the reporters, and | 
writing out my remarks, Many honorable Sena- 
tors are not reported at all. ‘The history of the | 
honorable Senator who has spoken this morning, 
is known to harmonize with this particular course 
of procedure, I believe the reports of the Sena- 
tor’s speeches are understood to be presented to 
the country pretty much as he writes them out | 
himself. Such has been understood to have been |, 
his former uniform practice, and I presume it is | 
so yet, 1 
ow, sir, the reporter [for the Union] yesterday | 
presented me with notes, not of a few remarks, |! 
such as fell from other gentlemen, who could be || 
very well heard, and set down with but few and 
slight inaccuracies, and leaving, as he confesses, 
one or two chasms, which, being supplied, there 
was an end of his task, but | spoke at length—lI 
spoke rapidly. I spoke certainly with great heat, | 
and with much more rapidity than the Senator |) 
from Missouri is in the habit of exhibiting. In || 


other words, I always speak more rapidly than || 
the Senator from Missouri, as youallknow. My 
voice is perhaps not so distinct as his—my enun- |, 
ciation may not be quite so clear—I am not so || 
much in the habit of speaking for the ear of | 
reporters, as the Senator from Missouri and some 
others, and I find it very difficult indeed for any || 
reporters hereto report me correctly. Honorable |, 
Senators, who know my usual mode of speaking, || 
ean understand this matter. The notes of the |, 
reporter, which were handed to me, contained | 
many chasms, which I had to supply; and it did | 
80 happen, that a considerable capher of those |, 
vacant places, in the notes of the reporter, covered | 
the spaces referred to this morning, of personal | 
altercation between the honorable Senator and |, 
myself. WhatdidI do? Why, sir, here at this | 
table, in the presence of various Senators, | cor- | 
rected some twenty pages of notes; I simply took |, 
the notes, as written, and corrected them as they |, 
were written out, supplying sometimes a word, || 
and sometimes three or four words, sometimes || 
four or five lines, and sometimes a whole para- |, 
graph—for such was the state of the notes. I cor- | 
rected, in this way, some twenty pages of the | 
notes before the Senate adjourned. Was 

tematic? Was this cold-blooded? Was this de- | 
liberate? Was there any deliberate attempt at || 
fraud here? And, sir, | pursued the same course 
at home. ‘his was the first part of @he publica- |, 
tion, in our papers this morning, of the debates |, 


} 





' 
’ 


this sys- |, 





write out, what I did write, as hastily as possible, 
to let it take its proper place in the paper. I do 
not vouch for the exact language of the whole. 
1 confess—I am willing to acknowledge—there 
was one omission, and one which may be consid- 
ered by some gentlemen an important omission; 
but I have good authority for that omission. In 
the course of the rapid discussion in which I was 
proceeding; in the course of a very fervid speech, 

happened to allude to an affair of honor, now 


|, adjusted, between the Senator from Missouri and 


a friend of mine on this floor. I alluded to it, in 
terms of great harshness, certainly, but it is no 
great matter of surprise, if, after having been 
assailed in language of scurrility, 1 used lan- 
guage of great harshness. Well, sir, the honora- 
ble Senator from Alabama, who sits near me, 
(Mr. Kine,] suggested that I had indiscreetly al- 
luded to that affair—perhaps | might say, the gen- 
tleman, who was referred to in the case, entertained 


| the same opinion, and expressed it here to me, 


that it was unfortunate that l had referred to that 


| affair. What did I say? I said at once to my 


friend, I will admit that it was indelicate, and | will 
omit it in the published speech; and I did omit it. 
Now, that was, perhaps, the harshest thing that I 
said, with perhaps one exception, which I will not 


| now refer to. I give my reason for omitting what | 
| I did; I believe the reason to be a good one; but, 


if it is desired, it shall appear in print, as reported 
by the reporter, with such efforts on my part to 
supply actual omissions in the notes as I am 


| capable of making. If it will avail the Senator 


anything, he shall have it. 


Now, sir, I undertake to assert that the report, || 
| which the Senator from Missouri acknowledges is 


substantially correct in the Republic, is substantial- 
ly harmonious with the report which appears in 


the Union and Intelligencer, with this difference, || 
| chiefly, (and I regard that as the only difference in 


fact,) that the reporter for the Republic necessarily 
condenses all our debates, and so condenses that a 


gencer, is found sometimes in the Republic in half 
acolumn ora single column. Such is the case in 
this instance. I spoke, as Senators well know, 


_long enough to have occupied two or three col- 
'| umns in either the Intelligencer or the Union, and 


yet what I said, and what was said in reply tome, 
when published in the Republic, is found not to 
overspread more than a column and a quarter. I 
will say, then, that the report in the Republic is 
substantially accurate, except in the respect alluded 
to, that the report is condensed necessafily, so 
that the remarks I made are found in a very nar- 


|| now compass, and much that | said is left out, 
| which I endeavored to supply in the Intelligencer 
|, and Union. The gentleman says he will take the 
| motes of the two reporters—the notes of the re- 


porters of the Intelligencer, and those of the re- 
porters of the Union. The Intelligencer in this 


case relied upon the notes taken by the reporters 


of the Union,* For that reason, the reports in 


, these two papers will be found to be precisely sim- 


ilar, This is very often found to be the case. 
The customary exchange of printed slips takes 
place between them, in consequence of*which we 
very often find the same report precisely, in each 
of these papers, of any particular speech. 

But, sir, the language especially objected to, is 
that contained in the concluding sentence. Wheth- 
er ] spoke of ‘‘age’’ or not, | am not prepared to 
say positively; that was left blank in the notes 
brought to me. I filled it up according to my 
memory of what occurred. I will not undertake 





“It is due to the reporters for this paper to state, that the 
honorable Senator has here been led into error, of which 
he is doubtless unconscious, Our reporters prepared a full 
report of the debate alluded to, and handed it into the office 
at an early hour on Tuesday evening. It was not submitted 
to the examination of either of the honorable Senators who 
took part ip that discussion, because delicacy forbade con- 
sultation on a subject so much to be regretted. Ata subse- 
quent period of the night, the foreman received a message 
from the office of the Union, stating that Mr. Foors (as 
is usual with that gentleman) was revising his remarks, and 
desired that the same version of them should appear in the 


| Intelligencer. This being a privilege which is always ac- 


corded to Senators, when they will undergo the labor which 
its exercise necessarily imposes, the foreman, supposing the 


|| matter to be substantially the same, did not hesitate te com- 
| ply with the request made in the name of Mr, Foore, and 


substituted the printed copy sent from the Union for the 


| manuseript of the reporters, which had been previously put 


| in his possession. 


ese are the facts of the case. Nopart 
of the report of to-day ha» undergone revision by the speak» 
ers.—National Intelligencer. 
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that occurred yesterday, and necessarily I had to 


_ long speech, of four or five columns in the Intelli- |) 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| pression to 


a 
to say that I used the word “ age”’ 


i 
yesterday. I will not undertake pees ee 
very words reported, are the very words { y the 
but every Senator will remember, that I dist; a 
alluded b oe ee that she Senator from Mi 
was unders as not holding himself 
to the laws of honor; and I did say, aa — 
ically, and it is so reported, that if the Seat o 
opened by him—if he would say that he held hj 
self responsible to the laws of honor—I would lab, 
the proper steps to bring him to a just punish. 
ment. I said all this in the hearing of the Senare. 
Was it not so understood by the Senate? W,. 
it not substantially the same? Where is the dit 
| ference? I will not undertake to say that 1 wae 
the word “tage.”’ If I did not, I certainly ought 
| to have done so, because that is, to some exten: 
| a circumstance which does weigh with gentlemen 
in affairs of this kind. 
The honorable Senator says that when the notes 
were brought to him, he refused to read them 
Well, sir, that is his example. I am not bound 
| to follow it. Ido not care whether he chose to 
read them or not. I chose to read them. 1 sha|) 
never refuse to read what is brought to me, | 
shall always choose to look at the reporter’s notes 
| and to correct them, wherever I think there are 
faults or omissions, But the gentleman Says he 
would not look at them, nor correct them, for fear 
| of being suspected of injustice. That motive does 
not affect me. I do what I think right, withou, 
caring who suspects my motives, or without think. 
ing of the motives of others. That is another dif. 
ference between the Senator and myself. Sj; 
every one who hears me, will say that the speech 
which I delivered yesterday was as harsh as the 
speech which was reported. There is nota ge. 
rious charge reported, either in the Intelligencer or 
the Union, that was not uttered yesterday; and jf 
there was anything in that speech that could give 
| offence, as reported, that I am supposed by any 
one as not having uttered, all 1 have to say is, 
| that I utter it now. 
| And now, sir, I will not bandy epithets with 
any man; but after this, [ think it my duty to say 





|, what I said yesterday, and what I am reported as 


| having said—I am done with the affair here. | 
did not report that; that was the report of the re- 
porter himself. I said so yesterday, and I say so 
again; I expressed my opinions; | avowed my 
| Sentiments as really entertained; I declared my 
principles of action; I was satisfied with the alter- 
cation as it proceeded; I was satisfied with the re- 
sult of it, so far as aman can be satisfied with a 
| mere parliamentary altercation; and [ announced 
here, deliberately, in the presence of the Senate 
yesterday, that, so far as the Senate was con- 
| cerned, I was done with the affair—I should pros- 
ecute it no further here. 

|. Now, I do not care what the Senator says. 
| Why, sir, his voice of denunciation passes by me 
| as the idle winds. Months ago, I expressed my 
opiniow of his course—ten years ago, as he knows, 
l expressed my opinion of him. I have reason to 
know, and I can prove, that he was greatly of- 
fended with what I then said. I have had occa- 
sion very often to speak of that Senator publicly; 
1 did so ina published letter last summer, over 
| my own signature; I have done so here, in a man- 
_ ner evidently very offensive to him; and I «id yes- 
_terday say, and i repeat again as much of harsh 
| and disrespectful language as I am _ reported in 
| 








the Intelligencer ant! Union to have uttered. What 
could Ido more? I should dishonor the Senate— 
I should discredit myself—if I were now, after 
what has occurred, to repeat the language which 
I used wotet in the presence of the Senate. | 
avow the speech as printed; I avow every word 
that I am reported to have said; and I care not 
whether that Senator considers it falsely reported, 
or not. His opinion is with me a matier of abéo- 
lute indifference. 


{ 
} 
' 
| 
} 


There is a single point on which I have a little 
curiosity, and that is, to see how this thing will be 
reported in th> meroing. 

I did say yesterday that the Senator was wnder- 
stood to disavow the laws of honor. I have seen 
it printed by one of his colleagues in the other 
House within the last week; I have seen the same 
fact printed repeatedly; and I have had especial 

| Feason to sup it to be true. A common im- 
at effect has certainly existed. 
whether I am author- 


wish to know this morni 
tan< e of the Senator 


\ ized to understand—for the 
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: ivocal; his denial that he had |! which had been referred a bill to reénact, and con- | Hudson's Bay Company, and of all British subjects, who may 
is somewhat equivocal ; Deveney : . met | be already in the tion of land property in the 
made the pen | seemed to be modified—that the || tinue in operation, certain acts for the relief of | Gregon Tonmery, neuthof the pepebedramelialcanan 


senator does not consider himself responsible to || certain insolvent debtors of the United States, re- 





| latitude; also, the number of such British subjects, inclu- 
| ding tre members, agents, and servants ¢f said company; 


ee ee a, ee 





[shall know what course to take. It is not suf- 


: the laws of honor, or not? Lethim say ay, and 


ot for him to say that he has never said so and 
or him say that he does hold himself re- 

ansible to the laws of honor, and | give him my 
gord that I will give him an opportunity to prove 

* THE COMPROMISE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
hour had arrived for the consideration of the special 
order, namely, the series of resolutions presented 
by Mr. Cray. 

"Mr. CHASE resumed and finished the speech 
which he commenced yesterday, [of which a report 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BALDWIN moved that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I now move that the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee be taken up, 
with a view to make them the special order of the 
day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the motion of the 
Senator from Connecticut, in regard to the subject 
which has been under consideration, to be, to 


ostpone it until to-morrow. I trust that, under 
the circumstances, the subject which was before || 


the Senate this morning will be allowed to have 
precedence. I hope the Senate will permit my 
motion for referring to a committee the resolutions 
of the Senator from Tennessee, to be acted upon 
tomorrow, and afterward give an opportunity for 
the discussion of the general subject upon the prop- 
ositions that will remain before the Senate. I 
trust that I may be permitted to say, that I have 


been forbearing and conciliatory in regard to this || 


matter; and I hope that, at the least, the friends 


of the proposition will co6perate in hastening its || 


final decision. 


The question being taken on the motion to take || 


up the resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM. I now move, for the benefit 
of the Senator from Connecticut, that these reso- 
lutions be made the special order of the day for 
one o’clock to-morrow, to take precedence over all 
other matters. 

The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the Senate proceeded | 


to the consideration of Executive business, and 
after a short time so engaged, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 28, 1850. 


The House met at 12 o’clock. The Journal of 
yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HAMPTON, by the unanimous consent of 
the House, introduced the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to this House, if compatible with the public interest. 
copies of the correspondence of the consul of the Unite 


States at Vienna, with statements of the authority under 
which he has acted. 


Mr. THOMAS called for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRINNELL asked the gentleman from 

entucky {Mr. Boyp] to waive his motion, to per- 
mit him to make a report from the Committee on 

merce. 

Mr. BOYD said he could not, as it was the wish 
of those around him that the motion should be 
pressed. 

The question was then put, and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules to go into committee. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports, when 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for 
the relief of Andrew Smith; which was read a 





| ported the same back, without amendment, and 


} 





j 


| 
| 





it was committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Committee on the J udiciary was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morialof Samuel and James Smith, of Indiana, 
praying. gompensation for improvements made by 
them o rtain property of the United States; and 
it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. T. also, from the same coramittee, to which 
had been referred a bill, entitled an act to amend | 
an act regulating the district courts of the United 





back without amendment. 
Mr. T. moved that the bill be read, and put on 
its passage. 
The bill having been read through, 
Mr. HILLIARD moved its reference toa select 


| 


also, the location, number, and extent of the forts, stations, 
and settlements of sald company, south of said parattel. 
Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House whether any, and if any what, proposition has 
been made by the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, during this Administration, or the 
Administration of his immediate predecessors, to soll and 


|| transfer to the Government of the United States, the posses- 
|| sory rights of said company in Oregon Territory, south of the 


northern line of that territory, and to furnish this House with 
copies of all papers, now in possession of this Government, 
connected with such proposition, and with a copy of all eor- 


'| respondence had between this Government and any person 


| acting for said company, relative to the possessory rights of 


i 
| 
' 
{ 


committee, to be composed of the Representatives || 


from the State of Alabama. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would like to know | 
the object of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. | 
Hinuiarp] for such motion. 

Mr. HILLIARD said the bill was one of a lo- 
cal character; and his object for the reference was 
to enable the Representatives from Alabama to 
agree upon the form of the bill. 


|| was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
|| said, to enable the committee to act on the subject 
|| referred to them by that resolution, it was a mat- 
}| ter of imperative necessity that they should have 
|| the information called for in this resolution; and 


| boundary of 


| States for the State of Alabama, providing for an | 
| additional attorney, or marshal, reported the same || 


said comparty, since the treaty of 1846, defining the northern 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Chair 
whether the resolution did not lie on the table one 
day, under the rule. 

Th 


e SPEAKER said it would have to, if the 


|| point was raised. 


Mr. WENTWORTH made some inquiry of 
the gentleman from the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. 
oa who reported the resolution. 

Mr. MILLER was understood to say that the 
call was based on the resolution introduced by the 
delegate from Oregon, (Mr. Tuurston,] which 


Mr. M. 


Mr. THOMPSON said he had no objection, if || the information could not be obtained unless in the 
the House thought proper to make the reference || manner proposed by the committee. 


proposed. 
Mr. MILLER objected; when 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to refer the bill to the || 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


Mr. WENTWORTH withdrew his objection. 

Objection was, however, renewed by Mr. Hay- 
MOND. 

The CHAIR ruled, as objection was made, that 


Mr. HILLIARD expressed the hope that the || the resolution would have to lie over one day, un- 


gentleman from Pennsylvania would withdraw the 
motion. 
Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion; when 


Mr. CARTTER renewed it; and expressed the || 


hope that the bill would take the usual course. 


i 


Ir. INGE expressed the hope that the House | 


would vote down the motion to refer to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and give the reference proposed by his colleague, 
[Mr. Hintiarp.] The bill was purely a local one, | 
and its passage was of importance to the con- 
venience of the people of Alabama. 

Mr. ALSTON said he would be compelled to go 
against the bill in its present shape. ‘I'he motion 
was made to refer to a select committee of the 
Alabama delegation, simply with a view of recon- 
ciling differences of opinion in regard to the plan 
of the bill. 

After a few further remarks by Messrs. WENT- | 
WORTH, HILLIARD, INGE, and CLEVE- 
LAND, in regard to the propriety of a reference 
to the Committee of the Who e on the state of the 


Union, 
Mr. CLEVELAND insisted that the bill was of 


| 


| 
| 
} 
} 





great importance, as it created a new officer—a 
marshal. He therefore hoped it would take the 


usual course. He concluded by moving the previ- || 


ous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the || 


main question was ordered; which main cake 
being first on the motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, it was 
put and carried in the affirmative. 





On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- |, 


vania, the Committee on the Judiciary was dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of D. B. Curl and fifty other citizens of 


Clarion county, Pennsylvania, on the subject of || 
the tariff; and it was referred to the Committee of || 


Ways and Means. 
PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY. 
Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the 





Judiciary, reported a resolution, which was read 


as follows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish ihe 

House of Representatives, if not incompatible with the pab- | 
lic interests, with all the information in his possession, in 
relation to the kind, and extent, of claims to farms and lands 
of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon ; and that he be requested to communicate 








|| der the rule, which requires that all resolutions, 
|| calling for information from the departments, shall 


lie ovet one day. 
Mr. MILLER thought it hard if the objection 


|| of one member could prevent the action of a com- 


mittee. He appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, on the ground that the resolution was a 
report of a standing committee, and that, there- 
fore, the rule was not applicable. ‘ 
The CHAIR said he could perceive no differ- 
ence. The rule was imperative, that all resolu- 
tions calling for information from the Executive 
departments shall lie over one day, and for the 
obvious reason, that the House should not be 
called to vote upon a matter which it might not 
understand. The Chair decides, that for this rea- 
son, although the resolution is reported from a 


|| committee, it must lie over one day, under the rule, 


because it is of the charaeter to which the rule 


| applies. 


After a few words by Mr. MILLER and Mr. 
| WENTWORTH, 

_ _ The question was put, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
| Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” and 
| it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. MILLER asked leave to withdraw the re- 
port, with the view of offering the resolution on 
next Monday, which was resolution day. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WENTWORTH, 

Mr. MILLER, and the CHAIR, in regard to the 
| proposed withdrawal, 
he SPEAKER decided that the resolution 
| could not be withdrawn, but that it would lie over 
one day under the rule. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee'on the Judiciary, reported the follow- 
ing bills, which were severally read a first and 
second time by their titles, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the reports accom- 
panying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bili to provide for the payment of certain 
money to the legal representatives of Conrad Ten 
Eyck, late Marshal of the District of Michigan, 
deceased; and 


A bill for the relief of Mrs. Susan C. Randall. 
On motion by Mr. MOREUEAD, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Robert 





Graham, praying that he may be confirmed in his 





'| title and possession to certain land, and that he 


fi : — to the House of Representatives a copy of the act incorpo- | < 
rst and second time by its title, and referred to a rating the Puget’s Sound Apienivera) Company, or of the | may be refunded the proceeds of \he sale of a part 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the copies! een ete as et com oS aa of said land, by the United States, with interest 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. elites waty infocanoied sie an slative to tke kind, || taereon; ang it was referred to the Commitiee on 
Mr. T. sleds from the same committee, to 2 |! Private lai 


character, number, and extent, of the possessory rights of the 
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On motion by Mr. M., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Henry Acker and Andrew Backus, 
officers of the land office at Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, praying compensation for locating mili- 
tary bounty land warrants; and it was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, 

On motion by Mr. M., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of James Wolf and nenety-four others, of 
the county of Whitley, Indiana, asking Congress 
to provide ways and means to suppress the Afri- 
can slave trade; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WELLBORN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution 
of the fisens of the 13th February last past, 
instructing that committee to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law adequate pun- 
ishment of the persons who shall, as agents or 
attorneys, receive from the departments of the 
Government, money or other property, and fail to 
pay the same promptly over to the party for which 
they act, reported a bill to define certain offences, 
and to provide an adequate punishment therefor; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Board of Health 
of New Orleans upon the subject, reported a bill 
imposing a tax upon alien passengers coming into 
the United States, to provide for its recovery, and 
to direct payment of its proceeds to eleemosynary 

urposes, to such State officers as may be author- 
ized to receive them; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Woolbridge and Henry Chipman; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to compensate and reimburse 
the owners and crew of the whaling ship Chand- 
ler Price, for losses and expenses in ransoming 
the crew of the ship Columbia; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

r. G. also, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred nek pe nc of Joseph H. 
Davis, and other officers and seamen engaged in 
the whale fishery, reported a bill supplementary 
to the act for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BAY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which had been referred the following 
bills, reported the same back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they pass; which 
bills were severally read by their tities, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Lachance; and 

The bill for the payment of the debts due to the 
heirs of Antoine Peltier. 

Mr. SAWTELLE, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of the heirs of Jonathan Hodge for 
commutation pay; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Benja- 
min Daniels, senior, and other citizens of Ohio, 
who served in the war of 1812, praying Congress 
to grant them the same bounty in Jand which was 
eer to those who served in the war with 

exico; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. MILLSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made adverse reports on the 
following cases; which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed, viz: o 

The memorial of the heirs of William Hixt, 








| 





| deceased, of ‘South Carolina, of the continental 


line in the revolutionary war, praying for com- 
mutation pay; and 

The memorial 
White, heirs at law of Captain William Daven- 
port, deceased, for commutation pay. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported the fol- 


lowing bills; which were severally read a first and || for other purposes; which was read twice 
second time by their titles, and referred to a Com: || title, referred to the Committee of the Wh 


mittee of the Whole House, and, with the reports 
accompanying, ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Wishart; 

A bill for the relief of the grandchildren of Ma- 
jor-General Baron De Kalb; and 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain Sam- | 


uel Ransom, an officer of the revolutionary war, 
killed at the battle of Wyoming. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The claim of Catharine Van Rensselaer, for 
commutation pay; and 

The petition of the heirs of Reynal, alias Nick 
Hillary, praying for remuneration, in lieu of 
bounty land, of which they were defrauded. 


tionary Claims, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time by 


their titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 


House, and, with the reports accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Savage; 
A bill for the relief of Stephen Calwell, of the 


city of Philadelphia, the administrator, with the | 
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of James B. White and Bennet ! 


March 2g, 


and second time by its title, referred 
tee of the Whole House, and, with these ~ 
companying, ordered to be printed. Toe 
4} Mr. HALL, from the Committee 

| Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the han 
} of treaties with the Indian tribes in the Territor 
] of Oregon, for the extinguishment of their ciai 

| to land tying west of the Cascade mountains, a 
by ity 
ole On 
Inted, 
Committee 
r the relier 





| the state of the Union, and ordered to be pr 


| Mr. JOHN A. KING, from the 
‘| on Military Affairs, reported a bill fo 
| of B. M. Bouton, Harriet F. Fisher, and Geo, 
| Wright; which was read a first and seeond ie 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
_House, and, with ‘the report accompanying, 
| ordered to be printed. ” 
| Mr. K. also, from the same committee, re. 
ported a bill for the payment of the volunteers of 
| the State of Vermont, for services at the battle of 
| Plattsburg; which was read a first and second time 
| by its title, and, with the report accompanyin 
| ordered to be printed. & 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Com. 


|| mittee on Military Affairs, reported the followine 
| bills; which were severally read a first and second 
Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Revolu- | 


time by their titles, referred to a Committee of 

|| the Whole House, and, with the reports ac. 

| companying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bil! for the releif of William Hawkins; and 

A bill for the relief of Alden and Williams. 

| Mr. E. also, from the same committee, made ad. 
verse reports in the following cases; which were 

|| ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, viz: 

| The petition of L. C. Duncan, for services as 


|| 
| 





will annexed, of William T. Smith, of said city, || assistant surgeon of the Louisiana volunteers; 


merchant, in behalf of the distributers of said 
estate; and 
A bill for the relief of Ezra Chapman. 


‘| The petition of Ruth Freeman, the widow of 
|| Captain Thomas Freeman, of Ohio, for compen- 
| sation for extraordinary services in the war of 


Mr. K., from the same committee, made an ad- 1 1812, and for a reimbursement of moneys ad- 


verse report on the petition of March Ferrington, 
for remuneration for losses sustained by the receipt 


of counterfeit money; which was ordered to lie on | 


the table and be printed. 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported the following bills; which | 


were severally read a first and second time, by 
their titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports accompanying, 
ordered to be printed, viz: 


A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Colonel || 


David Hopkins; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dennis 
Purcell. 

Mr. M., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of John Coltman, son 
of Captain Robert Coltman, for arrears of pay 
due for revolutionary services; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. M., the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following cases, and they were 
ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The petition of Thomas H. Baird, the admin- 
istrator of Dr. Absalom Baird, deceased, and the 


tition of Samuel H. Kirk, and other heirs of |! 


obert Kirk, deceased, for commutation pay. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the reports accompany- 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Semoice, a 
friendly Creek Indian; and 

A bill further to amend an act, approved the 2d 
July, 1836, for the relief of Samuel Smith, Linn 
McGhee, and Semoice, a Creek Indian, and also 
an act passed the 2d July, for the relief of Susan 
Marlow. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of James Wood, of Anderson county, Ten- 
nessee, asking to be compensated for loss of a 
land warrant, issued in consequence of services in 
the war of 1812; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill to amend an act 
entitled An act for the relief of Frederick Derrive, 
passed August 14, 1848; which was read a first 


|| vanced; and 

| The petition of Thomas McDonnell, of Fayette 
| county, Ohio, for a pension, and for bounty land, 
for services rendered under General Anthony 
Wayne. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, made an adverse report on the peti- 
‘| tion of John Culp, the administrator of Samuel 
| Dixon, asking remuneration for the military ser- 
| vices of said Dixon; which was ordered to lie on 
| the table and be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, reported 
|| a bill authorizing the settlement, on principles of 
equity, of the claim of South Carolina, for moneys 
paid to the volunteers of that State, for services 

and losses in the Florida war; which was read a 

first and second time by its title, and referred to the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

and, with the report accompanying, ordered to le 
| printed, 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Naval 
_ Affairs, reported a bill to promote the efficiency of 
the naval establishment, for providing a retired list 
for disabled officers, and for reducing the number 
of officers; which was read twice by its title, re- 
| ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| 





| of the Union, and, with the report accompanying 
_ ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Con- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of Captain Lewis Warrington and others; 
| which was read twice by its title, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the re- 
| port —— ing, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BO OCK. from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred toa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the reports accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Gustavus A. De Russey, 
late an acting purser in the ere and 

A bill for the relief of David Myerle. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Jonathan Gardner, 
a wounded privateer, for a pension; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Doctor Ed- 
ward L. Du Barry, a surgeon in the United States 
navy; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole on 
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‘pe state of the Union, and, with the report accom- 
aa ordered to be printed. 
Par. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Afairs, to which was referred a joint resolution 
sthorizing the Secretary of the Navy to purchase 
the ase of the navy American water-rotted 
hemp, reported the same back with a substitute, 
roviding that the Secretary of the Navy shall 
contract with George W. Billings for three han- 
dred tons of American water-rotted hemp. 

r. 
aial be now put on its passage; and called 
for the previous question. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the gentleman from 
Tennessee’ [Mr. Stanron] to withdraw the call 
for the previous question, to enable him to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, withdrew the 











call, when : 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to strike out from the 
substitute of the Committee on Naval Affairs, all 
after the word ‘* Resolved,’’ and to insert the fol- 

wing: 
ait Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, re- 
quired. in procuring the hemp which may be necessary for 


naval purposes, to purchase American water rotted-hemp || 


alone, or stich other American hemp as the navy may need, in 
open market, whenever practicable: Provided, the same can 


be had of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, and at a || 


rice not exceeding the average price of foreign hemp, for 


the five years preceding the passage of the joint resolution || 


respecting contracts for hemp for the use of the American 
navy, approved March 9, 1848, 

Be it further resolved, 
the Navy, on advertising for materials for the navy, shall 
advertise for cordage, sail-cloth, and duck, manufactured in 
the United States out of American cotton or hemp, and in 
receiving bids, shall in all cases give the preference to the 
American manufacture, provided the same be in all respects 
equal to the foreign article, and can be procured on as good 
terms. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, renewed the call 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER expressed some doubt whether 
the amendment proposed—which was a substitute 
for the substitute of the committee—was in order. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the joint resolution and the amendments be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 

Mr. TOOMBS expressed his astonishment that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs should undertake 
to force the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a 
contract with Mr. Billings, when that officer, under 
adecision of the Attorney-General, had refused to 
make such a contract. It was a most extraor- 
dinary circumstance. The conduct of the commit- 
tee was most extraordinary. It was a proceeding 


when the House came to find out all the facts in the 
case, would not be sustained. He hoped the res- 
olution would be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
and amendments were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. INGE moved to suspend the rules, and that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but waived the 
motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. BAYLY, who asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report an appropriation bill. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy at West 
Point, for the year ending 30th June, 1851; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

_Mr. B. desired to report another appropriation 
bill, and asked the unanimeus consent of the 
House for that purpose. 

Mr. WOODWARD objected. 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a report from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, which had been 
called when he was absent. There was no ob- 
jection; and 

Mr. R., from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to which had been referred the bill to establish an 
iron foundry at Fort Massac, on the Ohio river, 
reported the same back to the House, accompa- 
nied by a report in writing; which bill was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and, with the report, ordered to be 
printed. 


STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the |! 





That hereafter the Secretary of || 


| 


' 





|| and James 


1] 
on their part without a precedent, and one which, | 


Mr. BAYLY again asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to ae an appropriation bill. 

Objected to by several. 

Mr. HARLAN moved a reconsideration of the 
| vote, by which the bill to extend the patent for 
| Woodworth’s planing machine was laid upon the 
| table. He said he did not desire the vote to be 
taken then. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved to lay the motion 
reconsider on the table; and 
The'question being put, it was carried in the 

affirmative. 

Mr. INGE moved that the rules be suspended, 

and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tellers were demanded on the question; which 


| to 


were ordered, and the question being put, the | 


So the House refused to suspend the rules to | 


go into committee. 


Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on En- 
| rolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. WOODWARD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to which had been referred the 
| bill to protect certain rights of citizens of the 
| United States, reported the same back to the 
House, accompanied by a written report, adverse 
| to its passage. 


| 
| tellers reported—ayes 52, noes 71. 


the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 

lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 

Mary Kirby Smith; which was read a first and 


} 


| tee of the Whote House, and, with the report 
accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

| On motion by Mr. WALDO, the same commit- 
| tee was discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of Nancy Haggard, daughter of 
William Grymes, a revolutionary officer, praying 
| the allowance of interest on commutation pay 





| granted her in consideration of the services of her | 
| father; and it was referred to the Committee on | 


Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorials of John 
| Payne, John Horrow, Johnston Shrum, William 
| Neal, Henry M. Keever, Henry Knaffenberger, 





| of Pennsylvania, and of William Stevens, and 


| other citizens of Ohio, asking bounty land for all | 


| who enlisted in the service of the United States to 

the year 1816; and they were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. W. was understood to explain that a 

| general bill had been reported to meet all such 

cases as the above. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a joint resolution ex- 
| planatory of the act of the 7th July, 1838, March 
| 3d, 1843, and June 17th, 1844; which was read a 
| first and second time by its title, with a view to its 
| reference. 


put on its passage. 

Mr. W. explained that the act of July 7, 1838, 
granted a pension to the widows of revolutionary 
soldiers for five years; the act of March 3d, 1843, 
granted a pension for one year; that the act of 


1843, for the term of four years. 





withheld from any widow whose husband died 
since the passage of either of said acts, if the said 
widow shall be otherwise entitled tothe same. It 
provides also that no pension shall be granted to 
said widow for the same time her husband re- 
ceived one; and in case of the death of the widow, 
the amount which would have been due her on the 
day of her death, may be paid to her administra- 
tor for the sole benefit of her children. He said; 
by a recent decision of the department, no widow, 
whose husband was living on the 7th of July, 
1838, can receive the benefit of these acts. 
bill was intended merely to restore the practice 
under the law of 1838. It did not embrace any 
new class of cases. 
once, 

The resolution was then read and ordered to be 


a Tt 








| grossed, was read a third time and passed. 


He hoped it would pass at 
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Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on 

Revolutionary Pensions, madean adverse report on 

the petition of Mary Chess, the widow of James 

Alexander, a soldier in the Mexican war, for a 
nsion; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
printed, 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a joint resolu- 
tion, explanatory of certain acts therein mentioned; 
which was read as follows: 

Resolevd, ¥c., That the provisions of the second section 
of the act entitled, “An act amending the act entitled an 
act granting half pay to widows and orphans, wherein their 
husbands and fathers have died of wounds reccived in the 
military service of the United States,” approved July 22 
1848, extended by the act of the 2d February, 1849, shall 
be construed to embrace the widows and orphans of al! per- 
sons designated therein, who died while in actual service 








| in the late war with Mexico, or in going to, or returning 


from the same ; and also to the widows and orphans of all 
such persons having been honorably discharged, or having 


| resigned, shall have died after the passage of the said last 


mentioned act, or who may hereafter die of wounds re- 
ceived, or from disease contracted while in said service: 
Provided, That the army rolls, showing the death of any of 
said persons in the army, shall be suflicient evidence to 
establish the fact. 


Mr. FREEDLEY. This is the joint resolution 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 





| second time by its title, referred to a Commit- | 


| June 17, 1844, extended the act of March 3d, | 
This bill pro- | 
vides that the benefit of these acts shall not be | 


|| make the proof required un 
|| that is, the applicant must prove that the soldier 


x 


This | 


engrossed for a third reading; and, being en- , 


tionary Pensions some days since, and they have 
instructed me to report it back, in an amended 


|| form, in which the objections then suggested b 
The bill was ordered to lie on the table, and,with || I i es ae 


members are supposed to be cbviated, and to 
again ask that it be put upon its passage. It is 
not intended by this resolution to extend the pres- 
ent pension laws, but to give them such construc- 
tion as the committee think it was intended they 
should have by those who passed them. The act 
of July 21, 1848, gives a pension to the widows 
| and orphans of those soldiefs who have died in 
| the war with Mexico, of wound@received, or of 
disease contracted, while in the line of duty. Hence, 
| under this law, the applicant was compelled to 
| prove, according to prescribed forms, that the dis- 
ease of which the soldier died, was contracted 
| while in the line of hisduty. This often put thea 
plicant to great trouble, and sometimes was wholly 
impracticable. It caused an inquiry into the nature 
of the wound or disease of which he died, and 
how contracted. Under its provision, the widows 
or orphans of many deserving soldiers, were de- 
nied the bounty of Government at the department, 


re! | either from want of the necessary proof, or because 
- Bryarly, and numerous other citizens | 


the disease of which he died, was of a nature 
| which could only have been contracted by some 
indulgence, not in the line of duty. To remedy 
the complaints which arose under this act, that of 
the 22d February, 1849, was passed, which extends 
the benefit of the act of 1848 to the widows and 
orphans of all such soldiers of that war, ‘* who re- 
* mained, to the date of their death, in the military 
| service of the United States,’’ and to those who 
have died since their returh ** of wounds received, 
‘or from disease contracted, while in the line of 
‘duty.”” By this law, it is thought that Congress 
intended to give to the widows or orphans of all 
soldiers who have died in actual service in the war 


|| with Mexico, a pension for five years, without. 
Mr. WALDO said he had been instructed by | 


/ the committee to ask that the joint resolution be | 


regard to what may have been the cause of such 
death. The department, however, do not so un- 
derstand the law, and still hee the applicant to 

er the actof |p48— 


died of wounds received, or of disease coniracted, 
while in the line of duly—otherwise, the bounty of 
Government is denied. 

Is this just to the widows and orphans of those 
gallant men, who exposed their lives in a foreign 
_land—in an ungenial climate—in the cause of their 
_country? Their bones whiten the fields of Mex- 
| ico; and when the widow and starving children 
|come to your pension office, and demand the 

scanty pittance meted out to them by their Gov- 
ernment, shall they be told by the Commissioner 
| of Pensions that “ the army rolls show that your 
| «husband died of delirium tremens, which must 
‘ have been brought on him by indulgence, not in 
‘the line of his duty, and hence you-can have 
_£no pension”—or, if the army rolls do not show 
the cause of death, be told that they must show, 
| by the testimony of a commissioned officer, that 
her husband died cf wounds received, or of disease 
contracted, while in the line of duty? Where will 
she go to look for such proof? here are now 
| those commissioned officers ? 
Sir, it is to obviate these difficulties, that the 


, present joint resolution is reported by the commit- 
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tee. Its object is to carry into effect that which | 
was intended by the‘act of 1849; it is to provide | 
that the widow of every soldier who died in the ser- 
vice in that war, or in going to, or in returning 
from it, shall have a pension of half-pay for five || 
years, without at all anaaining into. the cause of || 
thatdeath. The army rolls will show that he died || 
in the service, and this is to be sufficient; and all.) 
the applicant will have to show under it is, the || 
relationship. This, and this only, will be doing | 
justice to the widows and orphans of those who | 
sacrificed so much for their country in that war. 
I trust it will pass. | 
Mr. BAYLY desired to enter his protest || 
against this irregular mode of legislation. He | 
objected to the extension of the preven list by the 
introduction of propositions, which were hastily 
passed, not only without being submitted for the 
exarhination of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, but even without any opportunity being 
allowed the House to understand the subject on 
which they were acting. No less a sum than | 
cape had been appropriated a day or two ago, 
n the deficiency bill, rendered necessary in con- | 
sequence of the amount of pensions having ex- | 
ceeded to that extent the anticipations of Congress | 
when the appropriation bill for the service of the | 
present year was passed. And all this subsequent 
appropriation had been rendered necessary by 
resolutions introduced and passed, without delib- | 
eration or investigation. He hoped that this prac- | 
tice would no longer be permitted by Congress, 
but that when prpropeietions were to be asked for, 
the matter might be subjected to the examination | 
of the Gommittee of Ways and Means. He | 
moved that this reselution be referred to the Com- | 
‘mitte of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
that the subject might be discussed and properly | 
understood. 
Mr. JONES expressed his hope that the reso- 
lution would be passed without oak He ad- 
verted to the Jarge sums which had been appro- 
riated in the deficiency bill for the support of | 
foafers about our seaports, while objection is start- || 
ed the moment a proposition is made to secure to | 
the poor widow of the soldier who had died in the 
service of his country, a petance of three dollars | 
and a half a month for the period of five years. 
While we are lavishly appropriating forty or fifty 
millions—abovetwo doftaie forevery man, woman, 
and child, in the United States—to carry on our 
machine of government for twelve months, he || 
hoped we should not exhibit a parsimonious spirit || 
when we were called on to extend to these desti- 
tute widows that small annual boon to which they 
were so well entitled. The law intended that they 
should have this pension; they had been kept out | 
of it by a construction put upon that law contrary 
to the intention of the Jaw; and he hoped that this |) 
resolution—the effect of which would only be to | 
fix its true construction for the time to come— 
would not be defeated by delay. If the resolution | 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole, the | 
result would be a long delay, if not a defeat, of the 
object of the resolution. He was therefore op- || 
posed to the motion of the gentleman from Vir- {| 
ginia to refer the resolution. | 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said a few | 
worts in support of the reference of the resolution | 
to the Committee of the Whole. He objected to 
this mode of voting away money by resolutions 
which had not been properly understood. Thou- 
sands upon thousands had been added to ourannual 


expenditures by this irregular mode of legislation. || 


it wag in this manner that the whole of our navy | 
pension fund had been voted away, and the whole 


of our navy pensioners had been thrown on the | county, Indiana, praying a reduction of postage to a uniform 
| rate for all distances, of two cents per half ounce, on all 


public treasury. Gentlemen who brought for- 


ward propositions in this irregular form, were | 
themselves not always prepared for the enormous 


results to which they had led. He wished that | 
the House should act with full information on this || 
subject; and in order that this resolution may be Hi 
discussed and examined, he would vote for its | 
reference to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SACKETT merely rose to state that, as | 
a member of the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions, he had not concurred in the adoption 
of this resolution. It placed the granting of a | 

nsion on the ground of death, not of service. | 

e did not recognize this principle. He was op- | 
posed to the passage of the resolution, and would || 
vote for the reference to the Committee of the || 
Whole. | 





| which had since terminated their existence. 
| widows and orphans of many of these soldiers are 
now suffering—starving, for want of this money, 
| which was their due. 


| question. 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


‘of the Union, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the 
_chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Cal- 


| committee. 
| Appendix.] 


| motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
| progress. 


| presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 


| or an annuity, on account of the services rendered by him, 


|} recovered, while in the service of the United States, during 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






He then moved the previous question, but with- 
drew the call, at the request of 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, who defended the 
claims of the widows with great energy. He stated 
that the object of the resolution was to settle the dif- 
ference which existed between the Commissioner of 
Pensions and Congress, in relation to the construc- 
tion which should be put on the law, on the sub- 
ject of the proof necessary to establish a claim. 
he object of the resolution was merely to give 
the widows of the soldiers the money which was 
intended for them, and not to open the door for 
the admission of other pensioners. There were 
numerous soldiers who had perished in Mexico, of 
disease, or who had brought away the mee 
e 


If the resolution goes to 
the Committee of the Whole, action will be de- 
layed on this bill, until the grant can be of no ser- 
vice to these sufferers. There are numerous peti- 
tions now before Congress, from widows who 
were unable to obtain the evidence required, by 
the rigid construction of the Commissioner of Pen- 
siens, and he trusted the resolution would be now 
passed. He renewed the call for the previous 


Mr. INGE rose to ask if the morning hour had 
not expired? He moved that the rules be sus- | 
pended, and that the Flouse resolve itself into 


The motion was decided in the affirmative, and 
the House then resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


CALIFORNIA. | 
On motion by Mr. INGE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 


ifornia question. 

Mr. AVERETT (who held the floor from yes- 
terday) resumed and concluded his remarks. | 
Mr. CHANDLER tlien rose and addressed the 
(These speeches will be found in the 


Mr. C. having concluded,’ 
Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor, and | 


yielded to a motion that the committee rise, which 





And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. | 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
priate committees : | 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of William W. Wil- | 
liamson and 65 others, ertizens of Brooks, in the county of 


| Waldo, and State of Maine, praying that no State be here- | 


after admitted into the Union, unless the constitution of 
such State shall expressly prohibit tie existence of slavery 
within its limits. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of 
all laws and parts of laws, adopted or enacted by Congress, 
by which slavery, or the slave-trade is authorized or sanc- 
tioned in the city of Washington, or the District of Colum- | 
bia, and that, in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of 
the National Government may be removed to some more 
suitable location. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Congress, 
in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, that provision be made by 
law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive 
slave in any State, other than thatin which he ia alleged to 
be held to service, he shall not be delivered to the claim- 
ant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury, that he is 
the slave of the claimant. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 200 citizens of Wayne 





prepaid letters, and one cent on each newspaper. 
Also, the petition of 67 citizens of Onion county, Indiana, 
preying the same. 
y Mr. HOWE: The petition of Mary Coil, of Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania, widow of Patrick Coil, late of the 
county aforesaid, praying Congress to grant her a pension 


and sickness and disease contracted, from which he never 


the war of 1812, 
By Mr. BINGHAM: A petition for the establishment of | 

a post-route from Dewitt to Duplain, in the State of 
Michigan. 
By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Hiram W. Bostwick | 
and others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, for a | 
specifie duty on iron. ; 
Also, the petition of William Irvine and 118 others, of the | 
same plaee, for the same purpose, 
| 

{ 


Also, the petition of Ichabod Conklin and 30 others, citi- 
zens of Elm ra, Chemung county, New York, for the same 
purpose. 


March 28. 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of W. F. = 
field, ard 66 others, diatees of Pittsford Realy 8. Pen. 
Vermont, praying that slavery and the slave-trade oe» 
prohibited in the territories of the United States, pon & 
oe Me, KING, of Ni ak. 

y Mr. 7, of New Jersey: A petitio: 
aie a pete of the Theological Seminary ot ye 
ton, for cheap letter postage of two ce ti : 
vBy ae ny distance. ms, Prepaid, per hale 
y Mr. BENNETT: A petition of 167 citi 
tors of Chenango county, New York, to prohibit cing = 
the territories of the United States, “FY ia 

Also, a remonstrance of 167 citizens and elec 
nango county, against the admission of any 
oes is not er ee 

'so, a petition of 159 citizens and electors of © 
Chenango county, New York, to abolish avery io the 
trict of Columbia, or for the removal of the seat of G Neca 
ment. . — 

Also, a petition of 170 citizens and electors of C; 
Chenango county, New York, to allow a trial oy he 
persons claimed as fugitives from service. a 

By Mr. WALDU: The petition of Rev. Water Clark 
= 142 others, citizens and wane of the town of Han 
ord, Connecticut, against the admission of more s a 
into the Union. ae ne slave States 

Also, the petition of A..M. Collins and 147 others citi 
zens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connectiou, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited 
in the terrritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Horace Bushnell and 166 others 
citizens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connecticut, 
asking that the right of claimants to fugitive slayes may he 
determined bya jury trial, before such slave shall be de. 
livered to the claimant. 

Also, the petition of William Cock* and 134 others 
citizens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connection: 
asking for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co’ 
umoia, 

By Mr. STETSON: A remonstrance of John McDonald 
and others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, against the further 
extension of the Woodworth patent. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Cobb, for a pension. 

By Mr. BEALE: A petition for a mail-route from Jackson 
Court-House, by the way of Wright’s Mill, Graham’s Sta. 
tion, Pomroy, West Columbia, Pleasant Flats, to Point 
Pleasant, in the county of Mason, Virginia: 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of the citizens ang 
seamen of Philadelphia, signed by James Hurdy, Peter 
Woods, and 41 other persons, asking Congress to grant to 
them the same rewards that have been granted to all per. 
sons serving in the army or marine corps in Mexico, during 
the recent war with that Republic. : 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of P, 
McClanahan and numerous others, citizens of Maysville, 
Kentucky, protesting against the extension of the Wood- 
worth patent. 

Also, the memorial of John 8S. MeCrery, of Kenton county, 
Kentucky, asking remuneration for losses in Mexico, grow- 
ing out of the orders of General Marshall and other officers 
of the army. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John C. R. Edwards, 
praying the passage of an act authorizing the institution of 
a suit against the United States, to recover damages for a 
breach of covenant. * 


tors of Che. 
State Where 


IN SENATE. 
Tnrurspay, March 28, 1850. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
Caleb Holyoke and others, citizens of the United 
States, remonstrating against the further extension 
of the patent of William Woodworth for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Also, of citizens of Winthrop, in the State of 
Maine, asking that no State may hereafter be 
admitted into the Union, whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited by 
law in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, of citizen's of the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment removed therefrom. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
the trial by jury may be secured by law to fug'- 
tive slaves. 

All of which several petitions were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
lowa city, and a petition of citizens of Dubuque, 
Iowa, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post Roads. . ; 

Mr. GREENE —— a petition of citizens 
and legal voters of Little Compton, Rhode Island, 
asking that no State may be hereafter admitted 
into the Uniepe sees constitution does not ex- 
pressly prohibit slavery. 

Ales, petition trons the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be rohibited by 
law in the territories of the United States. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment removed therefrom. 
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Also, of itizens-of the same place, asking that Mr. CLEMENS, from the Corgmittee on Pri | Mr. KING. T desire to say a few words by 
the right 0 trial by jury may be secured by law | vate Land Claims, to which was referred the peti- “x of explanation, to set this matter right. 
to fugitive slaves. . tion of the heirs of Paschal Detchmendy, asking he VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
All of which were ordered to lie on the table. i] = a of bre title to a = of land in | — ean Senne his objection ? 
: || Missouri, made an adverse report on the same. | r. D. No, sir; I wis 
Mr. WHITCOME prevented 6. vesclution of | Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, Aon the Committee on \\ time to consider this subject. inte 
Contingent Expenses, to which was referred the || The bill was not therefore considered at this 
resolution inquiring into the propriety of making || time. 
remuneration to J. Robertson, made an adverse 








ihe Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 
Siate in Congress, to use their exertions to pro- 
care the enactment of a law placing the officers, 





THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 





non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- | report thereon. || Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
yates, of the last war with Great Britain, on the | THE LATE GENERAL McNEIL, || ing, to which was referred the resolution of the 
same footing, as to bounty lands and pensions, || Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, } Senate, instructing the Committee on Printing to 


with those who served in the late war with Mex- || to which was referred the resolution directing the inquire and re rt whether any, and what arrange- 
ico; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- || Committee on Pensions to inquire into the expe- || Ment or legislation is necessary to effect a more 
itary Affairs. ‘ ; diency of granting a pension to the widow of |, Prompt and proper execution of the printing of 
Also, a resolution of the same legislature, in- || General John Mc eil, submitted a report, accom- |, Congress, reported the following joint resolution: 
structing the eenntosy Om requesting théir meeee: panied by a bill, for her relief, of which he asked H Joint R: solution to arnt nee Expedition in the Pul lic 
geniatives to use their exertions to procure the |! the immediate consideration. | _ Printing. 
enactment of a law, providing that the extra pay By the bill itis cropesed to place the name of || Resolved, That the Sc cretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
ty lands of deceased officers and soldiers 7 propo p || of the House of Representatives, respectively, be, and they 
and bounty ; 4 the widow of the late General McNeil upon the || are hereby, authorized and directed, to cause so much of 
of the late war with Meico, may go to the next of pension roll for five years, at the rate of $50 per || the printing of the present Congress, heretofore ordered, or 


kin, in default of such heirs or relatives as are | month which shall he hereafter ordered by the two Houses. as 
4 : ‘2, : sf . wee ‘ || shall be necessary to insure a promptand proper execution 
mentioned in the acts of Congress; which was re Mr. RUSK. I hope this bill will go upon the || and delivery of the same, to be executed by such person or 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. || calendar. 1am unwilling to object to its consid- || persons as they shall respectively select : Provided, That the 
Mr. COOPER presented ome rET OL Seems | eration, but there are many others that are also en- | Compunantion quis for said work shall, in no case, exceed 
omery county, in the State o ennsyl- 4 : : “he ‘ || the rates fixed by the joint resolution of 1819, deducting 

of Montgo , a h fab y titled to our consideration, over which it should | jherefrom twenty per cent. ’ 

vania, asking the establishment of a Bureau of || not obtain precedence. . ; 

Agriculture in one of the Executive departments of Mr. HALE. || Mr. BORLAND. I ask that the resolution 


I woald suggest to the Senator | 
ant: i rx oes aS , | may be taken 0 w. 
the Government; which was referred to the Com- }| from ‘Texas, that this bill was before the committee Nt . Kt G = ' ones v 
mittee on Agriculture. r. KING. ovject. 


fae } at the same time as the bill granting a pension to || . . 
Als, of citizens of Alleghany eae in the || the widow of the late General Worth, and the || Mr. BENTON. Asking the unanimous con- 


; ; : | sent of the Sen i esolutions 
State of Pennsylvania, asking that no State may || committee considered them together, but the other || he Senate to consider resolutions, should 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, whose con- 


RID taal i spiny ok ke | only be done undef extraordinary circumstances. 
- . . . - t ° +} i i i i 

stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery within We are entitled to time to think. | It is not enough, 
its limits. 


Mr. RUSK. This is a prominent case, and it || if » member objects, that he should get up and 
Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade wey, he 
ni- 








Also, of citizens of lowa, asking that the office 
of chaplain in the public service may be abolished; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of cer- 
tain owners of French and Spanish land claims in | 
the State of Arkansas, asking that they may be 
allowed the right of preémption to these lands; 


appeals to us at once; but there are hundreds of || state his objections. The parliamentary law in- 
snere that are not ‘ promeens that op Not 89 || tends that members shall have time to think and 
prohibited by law in all the territories of the Uni-|| Siderationt I think it would be much better that || consider whether they have objections or not, and 
ted States. sa we should have some general law on this subject, } Pasty can A ike resclutions belace meulars 
Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, | by which we can dispose of all such cases. How- Mr. BORLAND. If the Senator had waited 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be || ever, as the other has been passed, I will, for the | canenanl. usiell. A. cen tetaadene ee Saat he 
prohivited in the District of Columbia, or the seat present, withdraw my objection. Il eealdt tone Baie a aie eens Ms . 
of Government may be removed therefrom. Mr. UNDERWOOD. [rise to renewit. Iam || jection he has done. Itis not my i . o apd 
Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, |! pleased with the remarks of the Senator from || J rear thee eeausaal tae saneieiae on it tla P 
asking that the right of trial by jury may be se- || Texas. I am of opinion, that if we legislate on a | oe he atte tt ary {6+ consideration for the mane 0 
cured by law to fugitive slaves. . subject of this sort, it ought to be done by a general || o¢ aferine an vevalannat to 'Rt'bo that ee. = 
Also, of citizens of Pennsylvania generally, bill, Since I have been here, I perceive that we | gubiect ee se belive tie: Meals ag 
asking the adoption of the ordinance of 1787 1n || are making a selection of very meritorious Officers, | Mr KING. TI withdeaw tiv @iilection 
organizing the territorial governments, and pro- |) | admit, and pensioning their families, and exclu- |) ~ p44 VICE PRESIDENT Verne Cllr wile 
testing against all compromises by which slavery || Jing others. 1 look upon it, that such a course of |) geod the Senator froin ‘Midsourk to "tant We a 
may be introduced into any territory now free. —_| legislation is highly improper, and L know that to | corieidération ‘Of the resolétion’al this time , 
All of which were ordered to lie on the table. some extent it has had a bad effect on the feeling || 4 BENTON. If for the purpose of offerin 
_Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of || of the country; and I do think it is right that we | ., amendment by id thentie: Pat 8 
citizens of that State, asking the establishment of-|) should put a stop to this partial legislation, for if Mr. BORLAND. I will state. in explanation 
ag mail-route from Fairfield to Askaloosa, in that || cases are meritorious, they can be disposed of by |) (ha, the report which I have made pete the 
State; which was referred to the Commitiee on the || 2 general bill. If a general bill be enacted, as sug- |) J... op tlhe majority of’ tha Commicnia oa Print. 
FomeOiben and Fost. Road. gested by the gentleman from Texas, we shall get || ino. Phe resolutions which I hold in my hand 
clear of this special legislation, which we cannot || a4 offer as an amendment represent iny oon 
well resist in such cases as those of General Worth || yi.w5 and what, after consultation with man 
and General McNeil, and other distinguished ofli- || g. nator. L conceive to be the views of the tial 
cers, but which we should resist from want of | ity of the Sendie. . 
sympathy, if the cases were those of captains and | I propose to strike out all after the word Re- 
lieutenants, subalterns or private soldiers. || solved, and insert the following: 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- | Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


. -* || tion before the Senate. || United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Texas || Preset contractors to execute the public printing of Con- 
Lands. * ; . “gm gress, or either of them, be released and discharged from 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. speaks my feelings when he says he is in favor of | the further execution of their contracts, urider the provie- 


a general bill on this subject, which | have often | ions of the joint resolution of the dd August, 1846, entitled, 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- || proposed; but when a general bill is brought in, || “Joint resolution directing the manner of procuring the 


; : 3 ' se : | inti f the f Congress,’ u t relin- 
merce, to which was referred a memorial of citi- || it meets objection; and when a special case comes | PP") CFTR eS Lae Saw pen heir 


‘ . . hey : bee |, quishing all claim for indemnity for the non-performance of 
zens of Rhode Island, in relation to a collection |! in, it also meets with objection. have seen many | their said contracts ; and that for all work not yet delivered 
district, reported a bill toamend “ An act entitled 


examples of this during the time | have been a | and paid for, they shall receive the same compensation as 


. . : +e ‘ . |, shall be awarded to the printers who may be selected b 
an act to regulate the collection of duties on imports | member of the Military Committee. | Slenaeeen on aneahan tee eemsninnaen.ot dea wean Provided, 
and tonnage,”’ approved 2d March, 1799; which || I am disposed to see the widows of officers of | That the prices hereafter to be paid, shall not exceed those 


was read and passed to a second reading. | the army placed in the same position, in this |) authorized by the joint resolution of March 3d, 1819, de- 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- || respect, as the officers of the navy. ‘The widow || —- twenty per cent. from the same—the form and sman- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the | of a navy officer gets a pension if he dies, or is | Df Of the printing to conform, in every respell, 


. ‘ . : ; : || stipulations contained in the joint resolution of March 3d 
memorial of Edward Everett, asking an appropria- || killed in the service of the country, and I do not | 1819. : , 
tion to enable him to test his invention, called the 


T propose to take it away from them, At first, it) fad be 0 father rasoteat, That peed ibe ap- 

elegraphic Manipulator, asked to be discharged || came out of the naval-pension fund, the proceeds | Pointed by the two Houses to execute tie pri 

from the further sbanidenihen of the same. of prizes, but afterward it came out of the Treas- } remainder of the 3ist Congress, who shall give bond, with 
Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 








r It now comes out of the Treasury. From | ese eS ae anes — Soamrnt? Sine See 
ury. ow ie ury. v | andtheC the House of Representatives, for the prompt, 
to which was referred House bill for the relief of shot source the widows of naval officers get their | accurate, and neat execution of the work 5 and * case oy 
George Cassady, reported back the same without || pensions. And I think it is a crying mjustice, _ inconvenient delay shinld be ist ally tan ee ecretary and 
amendment, and recommended its passage. which cannot be defended or justified, that officers i] the Clerk. senpontieale, shail be authorized to employ one 

Also, from the same committee, to which was || of the army should not be put on the same footing. || or more other printers, to execute any portion of the work 
referred House bill for the relief of William Paddy, The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair informs of the Senate or the mene me onores the on ’ ‘4 ay 
reported back the same without amendment, and || the Senatorfrom Missouri that there is no question || ere be, on the account of sueb printer oF pain - 


: . | euting such work, above what is herein allowed, to the 
recommended its passage. 3 i 7 ., || printer or printers guilty of such negligence or delay. 

Also, from the sare committee, to which was Mr. BENTON. Well, sir, what Ihave said, || nd be it further resolved, That the printing required tobe 

has been heard, and will stand ror what itis worth; || done for the various Executive departments, be paid for at 


and when the bill comes up, I will begin where I i y nae ann cade So ETE Eee ee eT EEE Ie 


left off. i| find be it further resolved, That all laws and parts of laws 


referred House bill for the relief of Lieutenadt 
Henry F. Evans, reported back the same without 
ment, and recoramended its passage. 
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now ‘n force, not in conformity with the provisions of this Mr. WEBSTER. I should be glad to name a || rites of burial are due to him, and fate a 
joint resolution, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. day for the consideration of that saben, if I could || our feelings both unite in inducing ue cae ave the 
Mr. BELL. [suppose the Senate will have no || do so without interfering with other subjects that || in the performance of these rites; the athe, ro ond 
objection to make this resolution the special order | now engage the attention of the Senate. The || when a man associating with us in our public du’ . 
for an early day? resolution has been a long time on the table, and || ties during the session—mingling with us y mt My 
Mr. KING. It would be much better not to do |) it is known to the country. 1 will therefore, if no | all occasions, private, as well as public—falls 4. m 
so. Gentlemen og nothing, and lose a great || member of the Senate object, move that Monday || fore the great destroyer in our midst, sympathy 
deal, by constantly making special orders. Let | fortnight be fixed for the consideration of this || with him—feeling for the famity—regret rl the 
the resolution lie on the table, and then it can be || resolution. 1 move its postponement to that day, || event—render the body, or a portion of the bod : q 
called up whenever it suits the convenience of the | and that it be made the special order of that day || incompetent, for a day at least, to discharge hs the 
Senate. : . _ || at one o’clock. public duties. Both of these considerations unit. the 

Mr. BELL. Certainly. I knowall these things The motion was agreed to. _ when the death occurs among us; but if the death the 
as generalisms; but I have found some use in sev- FUNERAL OBSEQUIES. _ happens at a great distance from us—especially e - 
are! fnevapeey WA Saaaaee apecial coders. aoe. The following resolution, submited by Mr. || 29 unknown individual, long buried, with whom | 
ever, as objection is made, I will not press it; but | Cc the 1ith of February last. next came o there has been no association—none of those eo rn 
I hope, as the subject is one of great importance, || wena . . one P || siderations and motives induce us, it strikes ie. Ge 
that the resolution will be taken up at a very early Resolved, That in future, when a member of Congress || t© adjourn, and discontinue the discharge of our 
day—as soon, at all events, as it is printed. | dies, and has been buried in-the vacation, the Senate will || public duties, in consequence of an event, excitin ort 

he report of the committee and the amend- || not feel itself called upon to extend to the memory of the || no more interest to most of us than the death of me 
ment were then laid upon the table, and ordered || deceased the honors and ceremonies which have been of any other prominent individual in public life wo ld ate 
to be printed. | late years usually awarded ; but will restrict itself here- d Th th - tone whi ou | 
P | after, in the appropriation of those honors and ceremonies, || 40. 4 hese are the considerations which, I think, | 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. | to cases of the death of members during the session of || prevailed in the Senate at the time when the subject an 

Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; | Congress. " was first suggested to them. ‘They appear to me 8g 
which was considered by unanimous consent and || Mr. CLAY. I presume, sir, that the Senate || to call on us—and we have most o us been in 
agreed to: || may as well dispoge of this resolution at this time || Congress a length of time, and felt the inconve. L 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and || 88 at any other. When I presented it, I supposed || nlence—to adopt this resolution; and I dare say we 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | that it met with the general concurrence of the || the House will adopt a similar one. There is but 
establishing a mail-route from Oskaloosa, via Union Mills and | body. I suppose so yet. I shall forbear, there- || ore objection to the joint form; if we adopt the fo 
Monsrzumto Sugar Grove rom Bulli in Keokuk county | forey saying anything in behalf of this resolution, || resolution as it standa, I think it will lad to the 
county | as in lowa. Also, from’ Adell, in Dallas county, || unless opposition is made to it. [ hope it will be || reform which I desire. If we give it the joint S 
by Irish Grove, to Council Bluffs; and from Eddyville, in \ adopted. | form, and send It to the House, there is anger th 
Wapelio county, to Chariton Point, i} Lucas county, in said ! Mr. DAYTON. I would inquire whether this |, that it will be buried there—unlike the unfortunate to 
Btate. . L | resolution would extend to the very unnecessary || Subjects to which it refers—never to rise again, | h 
_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- || erection of tombstones in the congressional bury- || hope, therefore, that the Senate, acting for itself, 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent | ing-ground? I understand that, in addition to our || will decide upon the proposition. m 
and agreed to: ; ‘ | ceremonies here, it has been customary, when a Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry, sir, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to || member dies during the vacation, even although that no one else has offered any objection to this t 
inquire into the expediency of providing in the * deficiency || h h b h ’ ae olution, 1 look upon these ¢ . ; 
bill,”? now under their consideration, for the payment of the | he never has been here, to erect a stone in the || resolu + 2 P e ceremonies as an ul 
California claims. || congressional burying-ground. If that be really outward exhibition of respect, costing us a very te 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the following resolu- || the case, 1 think it ought to be embraced in the || few days during a session, and interfering very j 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent | resolution, if it is not already there. little with the transaction of public business. | § 
and agreed to: ‘|| Mr. CLAY. [had no knowledge even of the || look upon the custom as a sign of that fraternity 8 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | fact now communicated by the Senator from New || which should exist among members of Congress. tl 
rracted 19 inure tno the expediency of granting tneame || Jersey, and I did not, therefore, frame the resolu- |/ When there is so rauch strife and schism, I lie “M’ 
ety Sapdlary pinup aa Paar h phy yep Sry: Maine, | tion in reference to the erection of the monuments || to preserve it as the last sign of that fraternity. 0 
ose. rT ee en } to which he refers, although, perhaps, it would be We meet here as the Representatives of Seales. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. || included in the general language employed. ‘ Cer- || 48 agents of the Federal Government. Whether a ‘ 
NTON ba laa i “ || emonies”’ is, | believe, the word used. | member dies a day after the adjournment of the 7 

Mr. BE! en he ice td e Saee PW, OF |) Mr. DICKINSON. I shall interpose no oppo- || Session of Congress, or a day before its meeting— 

some subsequent day, he would ask leave to in- | sition to the adoption of the resolution. I wished || whether a member should die here in the halls of 


troduce a bill to authorize the construction of a '| the other day that it should lie over till the Sena- 


national highway from the Mississippi, at St. | tor from Kentucky was in his place; and I stated 


—— eee eee eae he weell | then that the resolution did not accord with my 
en a ; || own sentiments. I shall not, however, oppose it. 


ask leave to introduce a bill to reduce the rates of || “4, HALE. I have as little regard for “cere. 


postage, and for other purposes. || monies”? as most men; but it strikes me, that if 
Mr. eer ee a ace ion '| this is to go into operation, it should be a joint 
pens Speen o8 eed de at d Qn fan. '| resolution. It is hardly decorous that the Senate 
to introduce a hn a8 ution to amend the Con- |) should take action upon it alone, and for the Sen- 
stitution of the United States. ate to have one practice, and the House another. 
BILL INTRODUCED. This resolution relates to the deaths of members of 
Mr. CLARKE, in pursuance of notice, asked || the Senate and of the House, but confines itself to 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to || the course which the Senate shall pursue. It seems 
the State of Rhode Island certain sums advanced || to me that it would be in bad taste for the Heuse to 
by that State for the support of volunteers and en- || pursue one practice, and the Senate another. The 
listed soldiers in thelate war with Mexico; which || course of the two bodies should be uniform; and 
was read a first and second time by its title, and || therefore I think, if the Senator from Kentucky 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. has no objection, that the resvlution should be a 
| joint one. 
fetes oe oak Seat naa . ; Mr. CLAY. It appears to me hardly necessary 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced, that if || to give the resolution a joint form. We can act 
there was no other morning business, the resolu- || fo, ourselyes—the House can do the same thing. 
tions on the table would be taken up in their order. || | have very little doubt, that the same sense of 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Y 


*- || public inconvenience, resulting from the practice 
ee on the 22d of January, was the first in || of adjourning on the occasion of the death of a | which he seeks has been already reported to Cou- 
order: 


<5. cha Ad eatita ieee tbe: chaite by inw, tenn || member, five hundred miles from here, perhaps, | gress by the department, and probably all of it, 

iéatt eae shai ot te Gniaee States, and oer ‘vale || Who has never been seen by half a dozen members || excepting that which relates to the last year. | 
person who has declared his intention of becoming a citi- || Of the body, and has been buried, perhaps, for |, would simply suggest to him, that he had better 
zen necording to the provisions of law, of twenty-one years | months before the commencement of the session— || look into the matter, to prevent the necessity of 
of age, or upwrd, shall he entitled Sees cites and take |/ the same sense of public inconvenience which || the same information being furnished and printed 
ee ey yt orivane eae Sacemeiaamneniaton prompts the action of the Senate, if itagree to this || twice. 
and cultivation ; and that when such citizens shall have re. || Tesolution, will be felt by the House, and lead to Mr. FELCH. I will state, in reference to this 
sided on the same fand fer three years, and cultivated the || a similar resolution there. Atall events, they will || matter, that I have looked atthe reports, and find 
same, or if dyingin the mean time, residence and cultivation || be apprized of what this body has done, and will, || that we can be furnished with a condensed state- 
shall be eld and carried on bythis widow, or his heirs, or 7 

| 

| 


Congress, or in his own residence—I still would 
make public demonstration of the regret which 
it would be a shame to us not to feel, and do think 
the injury to the public service is so small, that it 
is well to preserve this outward show of respect 
to his memory. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 


PUBLIC LANDS. ~* 


| The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
| Fetcn, on the Ist instant, was taken up, and 
; adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to furnish to the Senate, a statement of the quantity of land 
sold, and the amount of money received therefor, at each 
of the land-offices.in the United States, during the last three 
| years, together with the expenses of each of said offices, 
| and the quantity of land now remaining unsold therein; 
and that he also state whether, in his opinion, any of said 
offices can be dispensed with, without detriment to the 
public interest, and if so, to which of the adjoining laud 
districts the land therein remaining unsoid should be at- 
tached for purposes of sale. 


Mr. KING. I believe my honorable friend from 
Michigan, if he will look to the reports made on 
this subject, will find that most of the information 








making entry of such land—such residence and eultivation || ceremonies which the Senate declares, by this reso- || But there is another subject to which the attention 
lution, it will not engage in. of the depariment is called, and that is, to the pro- 

While 1 am up, | would remark—for such is the || priety of discontinuing sonie of the offices con- 
course of current business, that we often forget || nected with the public land. A few days ago, & 
what may have been suggested weeks before, on || case came before the Committee on the Public 
the introduction of a resolution—that there are but || Lands, on which a report has been made, of the 
| two causes which can justify the practice of Con- || claim of the officers of one of the land-offices. It 


for the snid three years to be completed within four years 
from the time of such entry—then a patent to issye for the 
same to the person making such entry, if living, or other- 
wise to his heirs or devisees, as the case may require: 
Providel, nevertheless, That such person so entering and 
taking the quarter section as aforesaid, shall net bave, nor 
shall his devisee or heirs have, any power to alienate such 
land, nor erexte any title thereto, in law or equity, by deed 
pen lease, or any other conveyance, except by devise 
y will. 


} 
devi-ees, for the space of full’ three years from and afer therefore, hardly hereafter ask its coéperation in || ment for the three years with very little trouble. 


gress in adjourning on account of the death of a || appeared that there had been no lands sold at the 
member. One is, that a member dying here, the |! office for the last three years, and during that time 











1850. 


had received their usual compensation, 
te ey Ow ask for additional compensation, on || 
he ground that they had no duties to perform. || 
i object in introducing the resolution is, that we || 
a have this information in a tabular form. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. . 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
ihe order of the day, being the resolutions of | 
the Senator’ from Tennessee, (Mr. Bext,] which || 
the Senator from Mississippi had moved to refer to 
a select committee of thirteen. 

Mr. BALDWIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
soceeded to address the Senate; and having spo- 
ken upwards of two hours and a half, 

Mr. MILLER interposed, and said: If the hon- | 
orable Senator will yield the floor for an adjourn- | 
ment, a8 the hour is late, I willmove that the Sen- 
ate now adjourn. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I would as soon proceed | 
and finish what I have to say at this time, if it be | 
agreeable to the Senate. | 
"Mr. BADGER. I hope we shall not adjourn. || 
Let the subject be passed by for the present, so that || 
we may have an Executive session. — 

Mr. RUSK. There is an imperative necessity | 
fora short Executive session. 

Mr. MILLER. With the permission of the i 
Senator from Connecticut, then, I will move that || 
the subject be passed by informally. The Sena- | 
tor will then have an opportunity of continuing 
his remarks to-morrow. ! 

The subject was accordingly passed by infor- || 


ally. 1] 
Mr, BRADBURY. The Senate will recollect | 
that to-day, atone o’clock, was assigned as the || 

time for taking up the resolution which [ submit- | 

ted upon the subject of removals from office. | 

Yesterday two special orders were made, and the | 

Senator from Connecticut, under the second as- | 

signment, had the floor. I now desire to move | 

that the resolution to which I have referred be | 

taken up, in order that it may be made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution | 


| 




















was made the special order for one o’clock on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire now to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the — propriety of 
entertaining a motion to adjourn over either to 
Saturday or Monday. To-morrow will be Good 
Friday, and it is a day, I believe, on which the 
Senate is not in the habit of sitting, except on very 
extraordinary occasions. It is an anniversary in || 
the Christian church, and regarded with peculiar | 
solemnity by a large majority of the Christian 
world; and I hope that the Senate will not put || 
themselves in a situation to meet with a rebuke || 
similar to that which was administered to a cele- || 
brated judge, who, on being asked to adjourn over | 
Friday, on the ground that it was Good Friday, | 
declared that he would sit on that day, though it || 
was Good Friday. The counsel, by whom the || 
motion was made, replied that his honor would || 
have the unenviable distinction of holding court | 
ona day upon which no other judge had ever held || 
court, except Pontius Pilate. I will move that || 
when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet either | 
on Saturday or Monday. 

Several Senators. Say Monday. 
_ Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to say, that | 
itseems to me the Senator’s logic is not very | 

‘sound, It they strictly to courts. | 








Mr. BADGER. This is the highest court in 
the United States. I] 
_ Mr. FOOTE. I do not think there is any force 
inthe analogy. At all events, I would rather be 
exposed to the Senator’s criticisms, on account of \ 
sitting on Good Friday, than to be exposed to the || 
Just animadversions of the country for neglecting 
to proceed with the public business. 

The PRESIDIN 
will first be taken on adjourning until Monday. 

Mr. BADGER. I am willing to change it to 
Saturday. 

Several Senators. Let it be Monday. | 

The 

Mr. 
they were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I shall vote to adjourn over, not 





— being put, 


| the chair, calling 


'in order to be the bill, heretofore reported from 
|| the Committee of the Whole House, for the relief 


| thereof. 


it had passed without examination or objection. 


| had as yet been given. ) 
| this money, it was strange that it had not been 
OFFICER. The question | paid before. He could not vote the appropria- 


OOTE demanded the yeas and nays, and || bill now came up before this House? 


is governed too much, and the longer the period 
e adjournment, and the oftener we adjourn, the 
tter. 


The yeas and nays were then taken with the 
following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, B 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Feich, Greene, 
Hale, Mangum, Masén, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Rusk, Se- 
bastian, Seward, Shields, Turney, and Wales—29, 

NAYS—Mess‘s. Baldwin, Borland, Bradbury 
Cass, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of lowa, ge of 
Wisconsin, Douglas, Foote, King, Morton, Pratt, Smith, 
Spruance, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—16. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and after some time thus engaged, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


t, Bell, Berrien, Bright 
per, Corwin, Davis of 


Butler, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frway, March 29, 1850. 
Mr. Speaker COBB called the House to order 
at twelVe o’clock. 
Prayer having been said, the Speaker vacated 


Mr. WINTHROP, of Massachusetts, to preside 
over the deliberations of the House. 
The Journal of yesterday was then read and ap- 
proved. 
WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution, reported yesterday from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, in relation to the purchase of water- 
rotted hemp for the use of the navy, had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and also the vote by which the 
printing had been ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be en- 
tered on the Journal; but that this being private 
bill day, the motion would go over until the first 
public bill day. 

On motion by Mr. HILLIARD, it was resolved, 
that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that, this 
being Good Friday, the House do now adjourn. 

The motion, by yeas 57, nays 109, was rejected. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The SPEAKER announced the business first 


of the captors of the frigate ** Philadelphia;”’ and 
the pending question was on the engrossment 


Mr. THOMAS said that this bill had been re- 
rted from the Committee of the Whole, where 


Not a word had been said upon its merits. The 
achievement proposed to be rewarded by the ap- 
propriation of $100,000, contained in the bill, was 
performed in the year 1804. He should be glad jf 
any gentleman would furnish some information on 
the subject. He called for no eulogy upon the 
conduct and intrepidity of the gallant men who 
accomplished the act. He knew all that could be 
desired upon these points; but he wished to know 
whether this money was intended as a gratuity, a 
bounty, or what else. It wasa little singular that 
a bill shonld be presented here, appropriating a 
heavy sum of money for a transaction which oc- 
curred forty-six years ago, and that every gentle- 
man appeared ready to vote it—in committee at 
least—without a word of comment or explanation. 
He did not intend to say that he might not vote for 
the bill; but before he did vote for it, he must hear 
some good reason assigned for its passage. Cer- 
tainly no such reason—in fact, no reason at all— 
If the Government owed 


tion in such a state of things. He understood— 

| though probably such might not be the fact—that 
| it was a mere bounty—an act of liberality or gen- 
erosity on the part of the Government; and how 
was it, that, after the lapse of so many B aps the 
he mem- 

bers who composed the Congress of the United 
States, forty years ago, knew as much of the 


because it is Good Friday, fo: I would rather be || achievement, and of the gallantry which distin- 


inclined to sit on that day, but I shall vote to ad- 


journ over upon the general ground that the world |; 





| guished it, as could i — 
possibly be known now—why 
| fad it been so long neglected? If he was to vote 
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| not know but by the House. 
| would have passed the House at the last session, 
| if it had been reached in time. 
| all the facts. 
| House by further reference to them. 
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for the bill, he would like to have some reason 
which would be satisfactory to himself, and upon 
which he could hereafter justify his vote. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, conceded that 
this was nota strictly legal claim, but contended 
that it was equitable and just. It was well known 
to gentlemen—the report. showed the fact—that 
an American ship (the Philadelphia) was taken 
ee es and moored in the harbor of 

ripoli, under the fire of their guns. Commodore 
Decatur conceived the idea of bringing her out. 
He communicated with his commanding officer, 
Commodore Preble, and under his orders, by the 
boldest and most gallant feat of that or any other 
war, took her from the enemy, and would have 
brought her out as a prize, but for the fact that hie 


| commanding officer had given him peremptory 


orders to burn the vessel. The facts showed it to 
be perfectly clear that he would have been able 
to bring her out. 

lt was proposed now to give the representatives 
of these gallant men, one hundred thousand dol- 
lars—a sum which was only a email portion of 
that to which they would have been entitled, had 
the frigate been brought out asa prize. It should 


| be paid as a reward to the gallantry of the exploit, 
an 


as a stimulus to our officers and seamen to 
perform similar acts of daring. 

The bill had been passed by the Senate—he did 
He was confident it 


The report gave 
He would not, therefore, detain the 


Mr. GREEN said the facts, as set forth in the 
report, were such as to induce him to believe that 
the bill ought not to pass. Commodore Decatur 
had not conceived the idea of capturing this vessel 
at all, as had been stated by the gentleman from 
Tennessee. His commanding officer had given 
him orders to take a portion of his crew, and burn 
the Philadelphia. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, in explanation, 
stated that Commodore Decatur was a volunteer in 
this achievement. He made the proposition to 
his commanding officer, but was ordered by the 
commanding officer to burn her, not to attempt to 


bring her out. 

Me. GREEN (resuming) said the vessel, as 
was admitted on all hands, was burnt in obedience 
to orders. The claim was, that if she had not 
been burnt, perhaps the prize would have been 
obtained; this was the entire ground of the claim. 
If it were not true that the prize was not secured 
as such, surely the representatives of these officers 
and men were not entitled to prize money. The 
efficiency of the naval service required that the or- 
ders of superior officers should be strictly obeyed. 
Congress should not, by its legislation, encourage 
the officers and seamen to substitute their own 
judgment for the orders of the superior officers. 
This bill, if passed, would constitute such an en- 
couragement. The bill implied a censure upon 
the commanding officer. That was a period in the 
history of our country to which we all looked 
with pride, and Congress ought not now to shape 
its legislation so as to imply censure upon our 

allant naval officers of that day. Commodore 

ecatur and his men, had performed their duties 
nobly, and had been paid for it; but it was now 
sought, by an artifice in argument, to induce this 
House to vote them a bounty. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, explained that 
he had certainly resorted to no artifice in his re- 
marks, He had openly and boldly stated his 
object. 

r. GREEN had expected that the gentleman 
would be satisfied with the qualification he had 
made. He had stated that gentlemen in their ad- 
vocaty of the bill, resorted to an artifice in argu- 
ment—that they attempted to make the worse ap- 
pear the better reason. 

The object of this bill was not to pay for ser- 
vices or for gallantry displayed in the discharge of 


‘their duty. What was its object then? It was to 


give a bounty, because Commodore Decatur had 
obeyed the orders of his superior, which, if he had 
not obeyed, it was contended he would have 
secured the vesse! as a prize. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] 


| had admitted, that the claim was not just, upon 


uity was defined to be “ the correction of 


rr Ea of law. Was it then founded on équi- 
erein the law (by reason of its universali- 
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‘ ty) is deficient.”” In what respect was the law | character presented to this or any other legislative 
de 


ficient? It promised to pay a certain compensa- 
tion to the officers and men in our navy—that 
compensation had been paid. It also required 


them to obey the orders of their superiors—that | 


had been done, But were we to give a bounty for 


this, which would go, not to those who had per- | 


formed the gallant achievement, in the line of 


their duty, but to agents who had prepared the | 
claim at this late day, and to the remote descend- | 


ants of those who had done the service? If Con- 
gress were to sanction the principle of giving boun- 


ties for duties discharged, according to the require- | 
ments of law, it would be the adoption of an en- | 


tirely new precedent. 

Mr. STANTON explained, as the gentleman 
from Missouri had spoken of agents, that (being a 
member of the Naval Committee from which the 
bill was reported) he bad had no application from an 
agent, nor had he heard from any individual in 
reference to this bill, except from a lady whom he 
had not seen. . 

Mr. GREEN replied that he had spoken of 


agents from no particular knowledge of this case, | 


but from the fact that these private claims, espe- 
cially those of long-standing, were generally urged 
upon Congress by agents who were interested in 
their passage. 


But what was the true principle for their action, | 


as the Representatives of the people? Were they to 
be so exuberant in their philanthropy and benevo- 
lence as to grant bounties in one case, and to leave 
thousands of cases of claims, strictly legal, un- 
paid? He took the ground that they should not 
so consume the time of Congress in considering 
any of these applications for gratuities and boun- 
ties, but that they should first discharge their du- 


ties, and pay the debts, to which the Govern- | 


ment was bound by the strong obligations of law. 
After that they might consider the subject of grant- 
ing bounties, as far as their constitutional authority 
would permit. A good principle of equity, appli- 
cable to this case, was contained in the maxim, 
* Be just before you are generous.’’ Let them 
pay the hundreds of debts the Government owes 
to widows and claimants, who were knocking at 
the doors of Congress for their just dues, before 
they went to distributing bounties. However soft 
might be their hearts, however kind their feelings, 
or benevolent their dispositions, it was not their 
duty, as Representatives of the people, to indulge 
in the bestowment of bounties. The Constitution 
gave Congress the power ‘‘to lay and collect 
‘taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 
‘ debts,’ &c., of the Government—not to deal out 
favors. There was good sense in this provision 
of the Constitution, and there was a strong neces- 
sity at the present time that their hands should 
thus be bound. Every bestowment of bounties 
must be partial. If the Government gave to every 
citizen, in the same preportion, nothing would be 
gained by the process of collecting the money 
and paying it back. But if they did not grant to 


the citizens equal bounties, they took from him | 


and his poor constituents moneys to be granted 
to the representatives of those officers and sea- 
men who had done their duty and been paid for it. 

Mr. SACKETT said this was a bill of a very 
extraordinary character. 
tory of the transaction, for which the bill provided 
a bounty. Commodore Decatur had volunteered, 
with certain men, to undertake an enterprize, be- 
ing the capture of the frigate Philadelphia, under 
certain orders. He had never undertaken to se- 
cure the vesselasa prize. This was no condition— 
no part of the transaction; but he had undertaken 


to execute the orders of his commanding (superior) | 


officer. We now saw, not the officer and men who 
had performed this duty, but their representatives 
of the next generation, coming forward, and say- 
ing, that if their ancestors had received different 
orders, and if they had undertaken to execute 
them, they might have secured a prize. It wasa 
bounty proposed to be paid for obedience to orders. 
They had undertaken to do what they had been 
ordered todo; they had been paid for it;.and they 
had never had the right to do anything else. He 
thought the facts justified him in saying it was an 
extraordinary bill, and he hoped jit would not re- 
ceive the favor of the House. 

Mr. McMULLEN did not desire to discuss the 
bill; but if the yeas and nays were ordered, he 
should be satisfied to record his vote against it. 
He had never known a bill of so extraordinary a 





He referred to the his- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 








‘| drew the motion, on condition that Mr. McLane | 


| 
| 
| 


| 











body. If they passed this bill, they would have 
hundreds of others pressed upon them, predicated 
upon stronger grounds of justice, which they could 
not avoid passing, and this Governtnent might be 
considered bankrupt for two or three generations. 
He returned his thanks to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Tuomas,] and the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Green,] for exposing the character | 
of this very extraordinary claim; and he demanded | 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. | 

Mr. THOMAS moved to lay the bill upon the | 
table. 

Mr. McLANE appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion, to*allow him to have read 
the official order of Commodore Preble. 

Mr. THOMAS yielded to the appeal, and with- 


would renew it. 

Mr. McLANE accepted the condition, and said, 
as the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] 
had stated that this exploit was not performed 
under orders, he wished the Clerk to read the 
official order of Commodore Preble to Commodore 
Decatur, directing Commodore Decatur to capture 
the frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, 
and burn her. 

The Clerk read the order accordingly, under | 
date of January 31, 1804, of which the following | 
is an extract: 

“It is my order that you proceed to Tripoli, in company 


with the Syren, '.ieutenant Stewort, ester the harbor in the 
nightytoard the frigate Philadelphia, burn her,” &c. 


Commodore Decatur (continued Mr. McL.) re. | 


orted that he had complied with that order. He | 
referred to the universally-admittet principle of | 
maritime prize-law, viz: that if an enemy’s vessel 
were captured in pursuit of her upon the high seas, 
and by direction of our commanding officer were 
sunk, to prevent her recapture oY the enemy, the | 


| 

| 
officers and crew performing the duty were entitled | 
to the prize; and he argued that the present case | 
rested upon precisely the same principles. If an | 
enemy’s vessel pursued, captured, and sunk, under 
orders of our superior officers, to prevent recap- 
ture, were a prize, surely a vessel captured in an | 
enemy’s harbor, under protection of the very guns | 
of their fort, and burnt under peremptory orders | 
of our commanding officer, was, with equal jus- | 





tice, a prize. 

If the case came technically within the law, of 
course there would have been no necessity for pre- | 
senting a special bill; but if the claim rested upon | 

recisely the same principle that had governed the | 
alae of Congress in the law of captures, why 


should not the principle be applied in this case? | 


| It was a great injustice to the claimants to treat | 


them as applicants for a gratuity—a charity at the | 
hands of Congress. By what right could the heirs | 
be reproached for claiming from Congress the just, 
legal rights, of those whom they represented ? 
Mr. SACKETT interposed, and asked if the 
gentleman from Maryland had any evidence that 
Commodore Preble would have authorized the en- 
terprize on any other conditions than those which 


) 

a 
he had prescribed in his order? \| 
i} 

\| 


Mr. McLANE replied, that if the gentleman 
from New York had listened to the reading of the 
order, he would not have made this inquiry. The 
order to Commodore Decatur was, to go and cap- 


ture the enemy’s frigate—not the frigate of the 1 
United States, but the frigate of they Dey of Al- | 
giers, and to burn—or perhaps to burn and sink | 
her. 


He recurred to the principle of the law of prizes, ! marking that he would withdraw the demand i 


and contended that this claim rested upon pre- 
cisely the same foundation, and was strictly an 
equitable claim. He referred to the fact, that the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] had 
considered this a volunteer expedition. 

Mr. STANTON Se explanation) said he con- 
curred with the gentleman from Maryland, that it 
was performed under orders; but the idea origin- | 
ated with Commodore Decatur, and was sanc- | 
tioned; and the order way given by Commodore | 
Preble. | 

Mr. McLANE concurring with the gentleman 
from Tennessee upon this point, considered that | 
this fact increased the merit of the claim. He | 

| 
| 





argued that the objections of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. THomas,] and the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Green,} would apply with equal 
forve to every pension which was granted by the 
Government toa widow. What were such pen- 


OBE. 
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| Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the gentleman to 
\ 








sions but bounties—honorable bounties? 


stigmatize this claim as a gratuity, was ae to 
a gratuitous liberty of reflecting upon the a 
of our naval officers, and was in direct dig we 


of the principle which lay at the foundation of ne 


he renewed the 
ithdrew it at the 


maritime law of prizes. 

In accordance with his pledge, 
motion to lay on the table; but w 
“Pir. HUBBARD, wh 

r. » Who led ed himse 

the motion. He cued ther this ee ee 
from that of an ordinary prize, inasmuch as - 
vessel captured was not the enemy’s vessel b : 
a vessel of the United States, which had been | . 
in the hazards of war, and recaptured by Mb 
dore Decatur, though in pursuance of an ide, 
he himself had originated, yet in obedience - 
itive orders of his superior officer, and burnt unde 
the same order. Would it do to pay for our td 
vessels, which after they had been lost, might be 
retaken and burnt?) He would not undertake . 
say what influence the establishment of such q 
principle might exert upon our naval officers, He 
could not sanction it. He should demand the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to lay on the table 
le wanted to see if there was a great party who 
only wanted a pretext to vote away the public 
money. It had been so said—he did not believe i, 
If this bill were passed, he should believe it, | 
| He renewed the motion to lay the bill on the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays. . 


eto pos- 


withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD declined, stating that he dig 
not feel authorized to withdraw the motion, having 
made it in compliance with his pledge to another 
gentleman. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I have only to say, 





the bill has been unanimously reported by the 
Naval Committee, and they are not heard upon it, 

Mr. HUBBARD. They have been heard aii 
the morning. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question, ‘* Shall this bill be laid on the 
table ?”? was then taken, and decided in the affirm. 
etive—yeas 104, nays 58, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Breck, William J. Brown, Caldwell, J. P. Calvin, 
| Cartter, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, Crowell, Diw- 
| mick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
| Freedley, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gow, 

Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, I. G. Harris, S. W. Har- 
ris, T. L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Hunter, Inge, W. 'T. Jackson, A. Johnson, J. L. Jobn- 
son, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufinan, Preston King, 
Litlefield, J. Mann, Mason, McDonald, McGaughey, Me- 
Lanahan, McMullen, Meacham, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Orr, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, 
Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Sprague, Stetson, Sweetser, 
|| Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, 


|| Venable, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, W: ntworth, 
I Whittlesey, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—1. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Bennett, Brooks, Burrows, 


|| Clark, Cleveland, Colecock, Corwin, Dickey, Duer, Dancan, 
C. Butler, T. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Canipbell, Chandler, 
Edmundson, Fowler, Hampton, Hoagland, Holliday, Kerr, 
G. G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Marshall, 
Matteson, McClernand, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, 
McQueen, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, ('gle, Out- 
law, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, 
|| Schenck, Schooleraft, Seddon, Silvester, Spalding, Stanly, 
| Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Ste- 
|| vens, Taylor, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Walden, White, 
|| and Winthrop—s8. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 

| Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the 

vote and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, re- 








the gentleman would consent to let the motion lie 
over until to-morrow. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
| Mr. SCHENCK (remarking that if the House 
should now adjourn, the question would then be 
pending) moved that the loans adjourn. 
The motion, by ayes 50, noes 78, was rejected. 
The question then recurred on the motion (0 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider, and, 
having been taken, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive without a division. 
vo the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 
A motion was made that the House do now 
| adjourn, but the yeas and nays having been or- 
dered, the motion was withdrawn. 


HEIRS OF JOHN DICKSON. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Dick- 
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a surviving partner of Lambert & Dickson, i} 


nen came up on the question of engrossment. 
th 


Mr. JONES and Mr. HALL culled for the read- 


"rhe bill having been read, 
Lg reading of the report was called for, and it 


was read. | 

THE CHARGE AGAINST THE SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the select committee, 
heretofore appointed to investigate Certain charges 
vainst the Speaker of the House, made a report. | 
Mr. H. said that, as the report was in many 
detached parts, he would, to avoid confusion, pro- 
ceed to read it himself. é 

Mr. H. then ascended the Clerk’s desk, and 
the report was read in part b Mr. Homes, and 
in part by Mr. Viton, as follows: © 

The select committee appointed in pursuance | 
of a resolution of the House, to investigate the | 
made by the Hon. Preston 





charges 


| 
ing of the bill. 
a 


| 


| directions given by the Speaker, and who made 


| the direction had been given, as aforesaid, by the | 


Kiva, al 


ber of the House, against the Hon. Hower 1 
Cost, te Speaker of the House, have proceeded |, 


to execute the order of the House, and now beg 
ye to report: 
That they have taken the testimony of all such | 
witnesses as either of the above-named gentlemen 
desired to be examined. ‘They have also ex- 
amined both of the honorable gentlemen, touching 
the subject-matter of the investigation; all of 
which testimony is sabmitted with this report. | 





The charge made by Mr. Kine is in these words: || 
«{ charge that the journal of the House has been muti- || 


iated by erasing a motion that T did make, and substituting, | 


 interlinenti that I did not make, on the journal || ; : 
eT - : | charge of a duty imposed upon him by the rules || 


My motion was to close debate on the 


of the 13th instant. 
These words are changed, and ‘ mes- 


‘California bill.’ 
sage’ substituted.” F 
The testimony shows that the motion of Mr. 
Kine was submitted verbally, and that there was 
great indistinctness on the minds of all, as to the 
precise words used by him. Without waiting for 


lay iton the table. Some conversation arising, 
the Speaker requested him to reduce his motion to 


writing. By the rule of the House, every motion | 


must be reduced to writing before the question is 
putupon it, if the Speaker or any member require 
It. The object of this rule is, to avoid mistakes 
and misapprehensions; and if the rule, in this in- 
stance, had been observed, all mistake and misap- 
rehension would have been avoided. Instead, 
Goome, of reducing the motion to writing, and 
causing it to be read aloud by the Clerk before 
the question was stated by the Speaker, Mr. 
Kine did: what is done almost daily—he re- 


| 
| 
quested the Clerk to write out his motion in the | 
| 


usual form. This was silently acquiesced in by 
the House; and without waiting for the motion to 
be reduced to writing, or read, the question was 
put upon laying the motion on the table, which 
was carried in the affirmative. 

After the motion had been disposed of by a vote 
of the House, an assistant clerk reduced it to wri- 
ting in the form set forth in the testimony. This 
he did in the form he thought would accomplish 
Mr. Kine’s object; but did not show it to Mr. 
Kive, nor did Mr. Kine ask to see it. Here it is 
proper to state, that Mr. Kine understood his mo- 
tion to apply exclusively to the bill offered in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
by the Hon. Mr. Dory, for the admission of 


the motion to be stated by the Chair, he moved to | 


| 


California as a State; which bill jhad been offered | 
by him while the subject of the President’s mes- | 


sage, transmitting to the House the constitution | 
‘of California, was under consideration in Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
In other words, Mr. Kine understood his motion 
to be,a motion to stop debate in committee on 
Mr. Doty’s bill; the Speaker, however, under- 
stood it to be a motion to stop debate on the Cali- 
fornia message, which eal have the effect to 
close debate on the bill also, and bring the com- 
mittee to a vote on it, as the first pending question 
or papas incident to the message. 

here was no communication on the subject 
between the Speaker and Mr. Kina, after the mo- 
tion was reduced to writing; and neither was 
aware that it was understood differently by the 
other. As Mr. Kine understood the motion, it 
was not in order, and could not have been enter- 
tained by the Chair; and the committee have no 
doubt, that if the motion had been reduced to wri- 
ting, and read aloud, according to the rule, before 
the question was stated by the Chair, the Speaker 
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Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that slavery 
and the slave-trade be abolished in the District of Colum- 
bia, or in default thereof, that (he capital be removed. 

_ Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that the 
right ot trial by jury be secured to persons claimed as fugi- 
tives from labor. 


Also, a petition signed by 17 citizens of Chicago, Minois, 


would have declared it out of order. As the motion || 


was understood by the Speaker, it was in order, 
and was properly entertained by him. By an ex: | 
press rule of the House, it is made the duty of | 
the Speaker to examine and correct the journal | 
before it is read to the House; it is then read to | 





. ; | praying that slavery and the slave-trade be abolished in the 
the House, for correction by the House itself. District of Columbia, or in default thereof, that the capital 
Immediately after the motion had been laid on | be removed. 
} 


the table, the Speaker directed the clerk who | , By a TOOK. une Petition of 149 citizens of Brows, 
usually makes up the journal, to enter it in ac- | of Co heraying fr the abolition of slavery in the Distnet 
cardance with his understanding, as above ex- | Also, the petition of 150 citizens of the same place, against 
plained. The journal of that day was, however, the extension of slavery to our territories. 


made up by another clerk, who had not heard the |, ,, Aise, the petition of 145 citizens of the same place, against 
the admission of any more slave States. 


Also, the petition of 148 citizens of the same place, fo 
favor of giving jury trials to fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 25 citizens of the same place, asking 
a reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of D. P. Gookin and others, citizens of 
ee S ait Caledonia county, Vermont, for reduction of postage. 
Speaker, who, perceiving that it did not conform | By Mr. LIVTLEFLELD: ‘The petition of Atien Lincoln 
to the directions which he had received from the | ane iim! of Gray, Maine, fora reduction of the 

ates stage. 

Speaker, caused the alterations to be. made 60 as | Also, the remonstrance of Joseph Walker, jr., and 100 
to make it conform to those directions—which | others, citizens of WeAbrooke, Maine, against the renewal 
alterations now appear on the face of the journal, | of the Woodworth patent-right. 
and constitute the subject of thi$ investigation. ste eee held at Gray, Maine, 

; : . subject of slav e territories. 
On the following morning, as 18 usual before the | By Mr. MEACHAM: The petitions of the electors of 
meeting of the House, the journal was examined | Poultney, Vermont, viz: 
by the Speaker for correction, and these alterations To secure freedom in the territories of the United States ; 
thus made, as above described, were by him ap- | 
proved. 


To give fugitive slaves trial by jury; 
The journal thus corrected, was publicly read to 


the entry in the form in which it appeared before 
the erasures. The entry thus made was that even- | 
ing examined by the journalizing clerk, to whem | 


= ‘To repeal all laws authorizing slavery in the District of 
Solumbia ; and 
¢ | Against the admission of more slave States. 
the House, and no objection was made to the en- i By ee aoe ionae nee of Asa Smiley and a0 <te- 
ae ‘ : | zens of Sidney aine, that an act be paseed establishing 
try. han the Fant of “7 joer mae this ae not || a‘uniform rate of postage, not exeeeding one cent on news- 
et eae h the eaten ’ eho Goeak a I) popers.and not exceeding two cents ou prepaid letters of 

of it, under the authori yo € Speaker, in dis- alf an ounce. 
_ the petition of Henry K. Pinham and 51 citizens 

In approving this correction, he || of Winslow, Maine, for the same. 


of the House. 


did his duty, and no more than his duty. Your | 
committee, therefore, unanimously propose the |. 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the foregoing report be adopted by the 


Also, the petition of Timothy Boulette and 90 citizens ot 
Waterville, Maine, for the same. 


Also, the petition of William Bartlette and 200 citizens 


| of Maine, for the same. 


Also, the petion of Samuel Watts and 75 other citizens of 


it - 
| Haliowell, Maine, for the same. 


House, and be entered on the journal, and that the com- || 


: ; : ; ; ; | Also the pe TE. G. Bai » 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration of the 1 so the petition of E. G. Baily and 37 other citzens of 


Winthrop, Maine, for the same. 


| Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 
|| Sanctioning slavery in the District of Columbia, or to have 


| the seat of Government removed. 


subject. 2 5 Also, the petition of Justice Ersline and 90 other citizens 
i: a of Montville, Maine, for the same. 
LINN BOYD - ’ , Also, the petition of the President, other officers, and 
JAMES DUANE DOTY | Members of the Kennebec Agricultural Society, of Maine, 
ALEXANDER H STEPHENS || asking the establishment ofan Agricultural bureau, agreeably 
WILLIAM STRONG Sve, to the recommendation of Washington, and of President 
M. P GENTRY ? |; ‘Taylor in bis late message. 
Ww A RI a i ARDSON 1 Also, the petition of Daniel Carr and 47 other citizens of 
. A. CH: ; . || Winthrop, Maine, asking the trial by jury for any person 
The report and resolution having been read— || taken up asa fugitive slave. 
| 


ce The SPEAKER put the question on the resolu- 
tion, 
And it was adopted unanimously. Also, the petition of the same, that slavery and the slave 


On motion by Mr. STRONG, the report was | trade be prohibited in the territories. 
ordered to be printed. || Also, the peiition of thse ame, that no State be admitted 
And then the House adjourned until twelve | into the Union unless the constitution of such State ex- 
' 


. pressly prohibibits slavery. 
o’clock on Monday next. By Mr. REED: The petition of Ebenezer McLane and 


| others, citizens of Wa: hington county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
| ing the establishment of an Agricultural bureau, 

; tina 2 | By Mr. SWEETSER: A petition of citizens of Licking 
| ee ee establish an armory and foundry || and Delaware counties, for a mail-route from Newark, Lick- 

By Mr. WELLBORN: A bill to provide for the payment || It county, to Sunbury, Delaware county, via Chatham 
| of interest apon advances made by the State of Georgia, for || SY'vania, Appleton, and Croton, in Licking county, and 
the use of the United States Government, in the suppression || Teuton, in Delaware county, — 
of the hostilities of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee In- By Mr. ROBBINS: A petition signed by John Naylee and 
dians, in the years 1°35, 1836, 1837, and 1s3es. | son, and 26 others, citizens uf the county of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, asking for the repeal of the act of Congress, 

assed February 26, 1845, extending for seven years from 

cember, 1849, to the heirs of William Woodworth, the 
right secured to him in 1828, under the patent laws of the 
| United States, in regard to a planing machine. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of O. C. Comstock and 
other citizens of Michigan, for the publication of agricultural 
tracts. 

Also, the petition of R. W. Cole and others, for a mail- 
route in Kent and Ionia counties, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of E. N. Bartlett and other teachers and 
students of the Olivet Institute, Eaton county, Michigan, for 
cheap postage. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. HAMPTON: Three petitions, signed by more | 
| than one hundred citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the erec- 
| tion of a custom-house and other public buildings in said 


city. 

By Mr. BURROWS : The petition of Reuben Haines and 
Others, citizens of Orleans county, New York, against the | 
admission of more slave States into the Union. 


New 
in the territories of the United States. 


oe the petition of citizens of the county of Orleans, 


ork, for the establishment and protection of freedom 


' 


Also, the petition of F. Dale and others, citizens of Schoo!l- 
craft, Michigan, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of A. J. Sheldon and others,-citizens of 
Michigan, for an appropriation to improve the harbor at the 
mouth of Kalamazoo river, Michigan. 


Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Orleans, 
New York, jor the repeal of all laws, enacted or adopted by 
a for the support of slavery in the District of Co- || Newton, and others, citizens of Canfield, Mahoning county, 

i — || Ohio, praying Congress to make an appropriation for removing 

Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Orleans, ra : : rs 

iow York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of tial | obetrectinas Wo Savigunen yen erage Ae. 
y Jury. 

vy Mr. WILMOT: The petition, signed by 24 citizens | 
of Wysex, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying that | 
slavery and the siave-trade may be prohibited, by act of || 
Congress, in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition of the, same citizens, praying that no | 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery | 
be prohibited by the eonstitation of said State. 

Also, a petition signed by 48 citizens of Great Bend, Sus- 
quehanna, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the slave- | 
trade be prohibited, by act of Congress, in all the territories ! 

1 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of C. 8. Mygalt, E. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, -pril 1, 1850. 

The House was called to order at twelve o’clock, 
m., by the Speaker, [Mr. Cons.]} 

After prayer by the Chaplain of the House, 

The Journal was read. 

Mr. STRONG rose te a correction of the Jour. 
nal, and called attention to the fact, that no notice 
was taken upon the record of che motion which 
i, had been made (on Friday) to print the report 





of the United States. 

Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 
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and testimony upon the charge preferred by Mr. 
P. Kine, of New York, against the ker. 
The SPEAKER said the Jou would be 
amended by stating the motion. 
The Journal was then approved. 


A RECESS. 

Mr. VINTON rose and said: We may expect 
in a little time, Mr. Speaker, to receive from the 
Senate a message announcing the melancholy. | 
event which is already known to us as a national | 
calamity. Instead of proceeding to the discharge | 
of the ordinary business of the House, 1 move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
take a recess until we receive the message from 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | 
motion made by the gentleman from Ohio will be 
considered as agreed to, and the House will take 
a recess until such time as the message is received 
from the Senate. 

No objection being made, « 

The Sreaxer left the chair, and the House | 
took a recess. | 

At ten minutes past one the Speaker resumed | 
the chair. | 


THE DECEASE OF MR. CALHOUN. \| 











A message was received from the Senate, by the | 
hands of A. Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, who | 
said that he was directed to communicate to the | 
House information of the decease of the Hon. || 
Joun C. Carnoun, a Senator in Congress from | 
the State of South Carolina, and the proceedings | 
of the Senate thereon. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose and ad- || 
dressed the House as follows: | 

it becomes, Mr. Speaker, my solemn duty to | 
announce to this House the decease of the honor- || 
able Joun C. CaLnoun, a Senator of the State of | 
South Carolina. He expired at his lodgings in || 
this city, yesterday morning, at seven o’clock. He || 
lives no longer among the living: he sleeps the || 
sleep of a long night which knows no dawning. 
The sun which rose so brightly on this morning, || 
brought to him no healing in its beams. 

We, the Representatives of our State, come to 
sorrow over the dead; but the virtue, and the life, 
and the services of the deceased, were not confined | 
by metes and bounds; but standing on the broad || 
expanse of this Confederacy, he gave his genius || 
to the States, and his heart to his entire country. | 
Carolina will not therefore be suffered to mourn | 
her honored son in secret cells and solitary shades; 
but her sister States will gather around her in this | 
palace of the nation, and bending over that bier, 
weep as she weeps, and mourn with the deep, 
afflictive mourning of her heart. Yes, sir; her hon- | 

- Gred son—honored in the associations of his birth, |. 
which occurred when the echoes and the shouts of || 
freedom had not yet died along his native hills, || 
born of parents who had partaken of the toils, | 
been affected by the struggles, and fought in the 
battles for liberty—he seemed as if he were bap- | 
tized in the very fount of freedom. Reared amid || 
the hardy scenery of nature, and amid a stern, |, 
pious, and reserved population, yet unseduced by || 
the temptations, and unnerved by the luxuries of | 
life, he gathered from surrounding objects, and | 
from the peopie of his association, that peculiar |) 
hue and coloring which so transcendently marked | 
his life. Unfettered by the restraints of the school- || 
house, he wandered in those regions which sur- |, 
rounded his dwelling, unmolested, and indulged | 
those solitary thoughts, in rambling through her || 
mighty forests, which gave that peculiar cast of || 
thinking and reflection to his mighty soul. He | 
was among a people who knew but few books, 
and over whose minds learning had not yet thrown || 
its effulgence. But they had the Bible; and with || 
his pious parents, be gathered rich lore, which | 
surpasses that of Greek or Roman story. Atan age 
when youths are generally prepared to scan the 


| 





| energy unbending, with devotion to his studies, 


|| brighter and the greater day; and raising himself 


| head among the stars. ‘lhe honors of the college 


| of man, and throwing a cordon around the British 
_and the American citizen. 
_ return home, was greeted by the glowing presence 


| eight he was transferred to this hall. He came not, 
| sir, to a bower of ease; he came not in the moment 


|| country was disturbed by dissension from within, 


_ that pressure, and the eye of hope scarce found con- 


| applied himself most vigorously to the applica- 


' bers, unprepared as we were in arms, diminished 
| a8 were our resources, to bid defiance to Britain, 


| leased from her shackles, flamed up and caused 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ration had come like to a spirit from on high; 
and he felt that within him were found treas- 
ures that learning was essential to unfold. He 
athered up his patrimony, he hastened to the 
College of Yale, and there, under the tuition of 
that accomplished scholar and profound theolo- 
gian, Rev. Dr. Dwight, he became, in a short 
period, the first among the foremost, indulging not 
in the enjoyments, in the luxuries, and the dissi- 
pations of a college life, but with toil severe, with 


he became (to use the language of a contemporary) 
** a man among boys.’’ In a conflict intellectual 
with his great master, the keen eye of Dr. Dwight 
discerned the great qualifications which marked 
the man, and prophesied the honors that have 
fallen in his pathway. He was solitary, and asso- 
ciated not much with his class. He indulged his 
propensity to solitude; he walked among the elms 
that surround that ancient college, and in the cells, 
in the secret shades of that institution, he felt that 
dawning on his mind which was to precede the 


from the materiality around him, he soared on the 
wings of contemplation to heights sublime, and 
whirling his flight along the zodiac, raised his 


became his meed, and departing thence with the 
blessings and the benedictions of his venerable 
instructor, he repaired for a short period to the 
school of Litchfield, and there imbibed those prin- 
ciples of the common law, based upon the rights 


He left, and upon his 


of his friends, who had heard from a distance the 
glad tidings of his studies and his success. He 
took at once his position among his neighbors. 
He was sent by them to the councils of the State; 
and there, amid a glittering array of lofty intel- 
lects and ennobled characters, he became first 
among the first. 

But that sphere was too limited for the expan- 
sibility of a mind which seemed to know no limit 
but the good of all mankind. At the age of twenty- 


of a sunshine of tranquillity; he came when the 


and pressed from without by the great Powers of 
Europe, then contending for the mastery of the 
world, and uniting and harmonizing in this, and 
this alone—the destruction of American institu- 
tions, the annihilation of American trade. The 
whole country (boy as | then was, | well remem- 
ber) seemed as if covered with a funeral gloom. 
The spirits of the best men seemed crushed amid 


consolation in any prospect of the future. But he 
had not been long in these halls, before he took the 
gauge and measurement of the depth of these 
calamities, and the compass of its breadth. He 


tion of the remedies for so vital a disease. He 
found that a mistaken policy had added to the 
calamities on the ocean, that still further calamity 
of fettering, with a restrictive system, the very 
motions and energies of the people. He looked 
down and saw that there was a mighty pressure, 
a great weight upon the resources of this country, 
which time had gradually increased, and he re- 
solved at once, with that resolution which charac- 
terized him—with that energy which impelled him 
direct to his purpose—to advise what was con- 
sidered a remedy too great almost for the advice 
of any other—* at once, weak as we were in num- 


and assume the attitude of a conflicting nation for 
its rights.’’ 

Fortunately for the country, that advice was 
taken; and tMen the great spirit of America, re- 









classics, he was yet uninitiated in their rudiments, || her to arouse from her prostrate condition, and, 
Under the tuition of the venerable Doctor Waddle, || standing erect, shake her spear in bold defiance. 
his relative and friend, he quickly acquired | In that war, his counsels contributed as much, 
what that gentleman was able to impart, and || 1 am informed, as those of any man, to its final 
even then began to develop those mighty pow- | success. At a period when our trvops on the 
ers of clear perception, rapid analysis, quick } frontier, under the command of the Governor of 
comprehension, vast generalization, for which || New York, were about to retire from the line, 
he was subsequently so eminently distinguished. || and that Governor had written to Mr. Madison 
He remained but a very short time at his school, || that he had exhausted his own credit, and the 
and returned again to his rustic employments. || credit of all those whose resources he could com- 
But the spirit had been awakened—the inspi- |} mand, and his means were exhausted; and unless, 





. 
April 1, 
é . a, 
in a short period, money was sent on to iny; 
the troops, the war must end, and our - oa 
bow down to a victorious foe,—sir Seen 
occasion Mr. Madison became so disheart _ 
that he assembled his counsellors, and asked - 
advice and aid, but advice and aid they had = 
to give. At length Mr. Dallas, the Secretar nee 
the Treasury, said to Mr. Madison, You are 4 . 
—retire to your chamber—leave the rest to —' 
will send to°the Capitol for the youthful {7 . 
cules, who hitherto has borne the war upon rel 
shoulders, and he will counsel us a remedy. Me 
CaLHoun came. He advised and appealed to the 
States for the loan of their credit. It seemed ; 
if a new light had burst upon the Cabinet, Hs 
advice was taken. The States generously os 
sponded to the appeal. These were times of fear. 
ful import. We were engaged in war with ha- 
tion whose resources were ample, while ours were 
crippled. Our ships of war, few in number, were 
compelled to go forth on the broad bosom of the 
deep, to encounter those fleets which had signalized 
themselves at the battles of Aboukir and Trafalgar 
and annihilated the combined navies of France ay 
Spain. But there was an inward strength—there 
was an undying confidence—én the hearts of a free 
people; and they went forth to battle and to con. 
quest. 

Sir, the clang of arms and the shouts of Victory 
had scarcely died along the dark waters of the 
Niagara—the war upon the plains of Orleans had 
just gone out with a blaze of glory—when all 
eyes were instinctively turned to this youthful 
patriot, who had rescued his country in the dark 
hour of her peril. Mr. Monroe transferred him 
to his Cabinet; and upon that occasion, so confused 
was the Department of War, so complicated and 
disordered, that Mr. William Lowndes, a friend of 
Mr. Catuoun, advised him against risking the 
high honors he had achieved upon this floor, for 
the uncertain-victories of an Executive position, 
But no man had pondered more thoroughly the 
depths of his own mind, and the purposes of his 
own heart—none knew so well the undaunted reso- 
lution and energy that always characterized him, 
and he resolved to accept, and did. He related to 
me, what was extremely characteristic—he went 
into the department, but became not of it for a while. 
He gave no directions—he let the machinery move 
on by its own impetus. In the mean time he 
gathered, with that minuteness which characterized 
him, all the facts connected with the working of the 
machinery. With that power of generalization for 
which he was so remarkable, he combined together 
in one system all the detached parts, iristituted the 
bureaus, imparting individual responsibility to 
each, and requiring from them that responsibility 
in turn, but uniting them all in beautiful harmony, 
and creating in the workings a perfect unity. 
And so complete did that work come from his 
hands, that at this time there has been no change 
material in this department. It has passed through 
the ordeal of another war, and it still remains 
fresh, and without symptoms of decay. He knew 
that if we were to have wars, we should have the 
science to conduct them; and he therefore directed 
his attention to West Point, which, fostered by 
his care, became the great school of tactics and of 
military discipline, the benefits of which have so 
lately been experienced in the Mexican cam- 
paign. ; 

But, sir, having finished this work, his mind 
instinctively looked for some other great object 
on which to exercise its powers. He beheld the 
Indian tribes, broken down by the pressure and 
the advances of civilization, wasting away before 
the vices, and acquiring none of the virtues, of the 
white man. His heart expanded with a philan- 
thopy as extensive as the human race. He im- 
mediately conceived the project of collecting them 
into one nation, of transterring them to the other 
side of the great river, and freeing them at once from 
the temptations and the cupidity of the Christian 
man. Sir, he did not remain in office to accomplish 
this great object. But he had laid its foundation 
so deep, he had spread out his plans so broad, that 
he has reared to himself, in the establishment of 
that people, a more enduring monument than 
battles ever gave, and gathered more glorious (ro- 
phies, than can be Sacked upon the plains of 
war. The triumphs of war are marked by deso- 
lated towns and conflagrated fields; his triumphs 
will be seen in the collection of the Indian tribes, 
constituting a confederation among themselves, 
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school-houses in the valleys, in the churches 
that rise with their spires from the hill-top, in the 
clear sunshine of heaven. The music of that 
iymph is not heard in the clangor of the trum- 
bin and the rolling of the drum, but swells from 
the clang of the anvil, and the tones of the water- 
wheel, and the cadence of the mill-stream, that 
rolls down for the benefit of the poor red man. 

Sir, he paused not in his career of usefulness; 
he was transferred, by the votes of a grateful peo- 

ie, to the chair of the second officer of the Gov- 
Fament. There he presided with a firmness, an 
impartiality, with a gentleness, with a dignity, 
that all admired. And yet it is not given unto 
man to pass unscathed the fiery furnace of this 
world. While presiding over that body of am- 
hassadors from sovereign States—while regulating 
their councils—the tongue of calumny assailed 
him, and accused him of official corruption in the 
Riprap contract. Indignantly he left the chair, 
demanded of the Senators an immediate investi- 
gation by a committee, and came out of the trial 
iike gold refined in the furnace. From that time, 
to the day that terminated his life, no man dared 
to breathe aught against the spotless purity of his 

arecter. 

— while in that chair, Mr. Catnoun perceived 
that there was arising a great and mighty influence 
to overshadow a portion of this land. From a 
atriotic devotion to his country, he consented on 
this floor, in 1816, upon the reduction of the war 
duties, to a gradual diminution of the burdens, 
and thus saved the manufacturers from annihila- 
tion. But that interest, then a mere Stripling, 
weak, and requiring nurture, fostered by this ali- 
ment, soon increased in strength, and became po- 
tent, growing with a giant’s growth, and attained 
a giant’s might, and was inclined tyrannously to 
useitasa giant. He at once resigned his seat, 
gave up his dignified position, mingled in the strifes 
of the arena, sounded the tocsin of alarm, waked 
up the attention of the South, himself no less 
active than those whom he thus aroused, and at 
length advised his own State, heedless of danger, 
tothrow herself into the breach for the protection 
of that sacred Constitution, whose every prowens 
he had imbibed, whose every condition he had 
admired. Sir, although hostile fleets floated in 
our waters, and armies threatened our cities, he 
quailed not; and at length the pleasing realization 
came to him and to the country, like balm to the 
wounded feelings, and by a generous compromise 
onall parts, the people of the South were freed 
from onerous taxation, and the North yet left to 
enjoy the fruits of her industry, and to progress in 
her glorious advancement in all that is virtuous 
in industry and elevated in sentiment. 

But he limited not his scope to our domestic 
horizon. He looked abroad at our relations with 
the nations. He saw our increase of strength. 
He measured our resources, and was willing at 
once to settle all our difficulties with foreign 
Powers on a permanent basis. With Britain we had 
causes of contention, of deep and long standing, 
He resolved, if the powers of his intellect could 
avail aught before he departed hence, that these 
questions should be settled for a nation’s honor 
anda nation’s safety. He faltered not: | know 
(for | was present) that when the Ashburton 
treaty was about to be made—when there were 
apprehensions in the Cabinet that it would not be 
sanctioned by the Senate—a member of that Cabi- 
net called to consult Mr. Catuoun, and to ask if 
@he would give to it his generous support. The 
reply at that moment of Mr. CaLnoun was emi- 
nently satisfactory, and its annunciation to the 
Cabinet gave assurance to the distinguished Secre- 
tary of States who so eminently had condusted 
this important negotiation. e at once con- 
sidered the work as finished; for it is the union 
of action in the intellectual, as in the physical 
world, that moves the spheres into harmony. 

When that treaty was before the Senate, it was 
considered in secret session; and I never shall for- 
get, that sitting upon yonder side of the House, 
the colleague of Mr. Catnoun—who at that time 
was not on social terms with him—my friend, the 
honorable Mr. Preston, whose heart throbbed 
with an enthusiastic love of all that is elevated, 
left his seat in the Senate, and came to my seat 
in the House, saying, | must give vent to my feel- 
ings; Mr. Catnoun has made a speech which 
has settled the question of the northeastern bound. 
ary. All his friends—nay, all the Senatora—have 











collected around to congratulate him, and I have 
come out to express my emotions, and declare 
that he has covered himself with a mantle of glory. 

Sir, after a while he retired from Congress; but 
the unfortunate accident on board the Prince- 
ton, which deprived Virginia of two of her most 
gifted sons, members of the Cabinet, immediately 
suggested the recall of Mr. Calhoun from his re- 
tirement in private life, and the shades of his own 
domicil, to aid the country in a great exigency. 
His nomination, as Secretary of State, was sent to 
the Senate, and, without reference to a committee, 
was unanimously confirmed. Sir, when he ar- 
rived here, he perceived that the southern country 
was in imminent peril, and that the arts and in- 
trigues of Great Britain were about to wrest from 


us that imperial territory which is now the State of | 


Texas. By his wisdom, and the exercise of his 
great administrative talents, the intrigues of Great 
Britain were defeated, and that portion of the sunny 
South was soon annexed to this Republic. 

With the commencement pf Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration, he retired once more from public life, 
but he retired voluntarily. Mr. Buchanan (for I 
might as well relate the fact) called upon me, took 


me to the embrasure of one of those windows, |) 


and said: ‘* | am to be Secretary of State; the Presi- 
* dent appreciates the high talentsof Mr. CaLtuoun, 
* and considers the country now encircled by dan- 
‘ ger upon the Oregon question. Go to Mr. Ca.- 
* noun, and tender to him the mission to the Court 


* termine—with a transfer of the Oregon question 
‘ entirely to his charge.” 


Never can I forget how the muscles of his face || 


became tense, how his great eye rolled, as he re- 
ceived the terms of the proposal. ‘No, sir—no, 


‘(he replied.) If the embassies ofall Europe were || 


‘clustered into one, | would not take it at this 
* time; my country is in danger; here ought to be 
‘ the negotiation, and here will I stand.”’ Sir, he 
retired to his farm; but the President, in his inau- 
gural, had indicated so strongly his assertion of 
the entirety of the Oregon treaty—had inspirited 
the people of the West almost to madness, and in 
like manner had dispirited the merchants of the 
East, and of the North and South, that a presenti- 
ment of great dangers stole over the hearts of the 
people, and a war seemed inevitable with the 
greatest naval Power of the earth. Impelled by 
their apprehensions, the merchants sent a message 
to Mr. pa and begged him again to return 
to the councils of the nation. His predecessor 
generously resigned. He came, aa when he 
came, though late, he beheld dismay on the coun- 
tenances of all. There wasa triumphant majority, 


in both parts of this Capitol, of the Democratic || 


party, who, with a few exceptions, were for carry- 


ing out the measures of Mr. Polk. The Whigs, | 
finding that they were too few to stem the current, || 


refused to breast themselves to the shock. 


Senate, the day after his arrival, his firm determin- 
ation to resist and save from the madness of the 
hour, this great country, they immediately rallied, 
and soon his friends in this House, and in the 
Senate, gathered around him, and the country was 
safe. Reason triumphed, and the Republic was 
relieved of the calamities of war. This was the 
last great work he ever consummated. 

But he saw other evils; he beheld this Repub- 
lic about to lose its poise from a derangement of 


its weights and levers; he was anxious to adjust || 


the balance, and to restore the equilibrium; he ex- 
ercised his mind for that purpose; he loved this 
Union, for 1 have often heard him breathe out 
that love; he loved the equality of the States, be- 
cause he knew that ‘upon that equality rested the 
stability of the Government; he admired that com- 
pact—the Constitution of. our fathers—and es- 


teemed it asa great covenant between sovereign | 


States, which, if properly observed, would make 
us the chosen people of the world. 

At length the acting of the spirit chafed the 
frail tenement of mortality, and to the eye of his 
friends, the tide of life began to ebb; but, sir, with 
an undying confidence in his powers; with a con- 
sciousness of the dangers which encircled his 
physical nature, but without regard to his own 
ange in the solitudes of disease, unable even 


|| the plains. 


| 
| 
} 





Bat |) 
when Mr. Catuoun announced on the floor of the || 


{| 
‘ of St. James—special or general, as he may de- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 621 


——TVv30nhbs66060o_oelNN050D0>07=—=»=0>0>—>2x=2=D=D>=>=>=>=>=2>2>2=2=2X2=—=2X"—2—")"—=———e—— 


Sir, when his health began gradually to recover, 
his spirit impelled him, against the advice of his 
friends, into the Senate Chamber; and there, with 
a manliness of purpose, with a decision of tone, 
with a clearness of argument, with a rapidity 
of thought, he met and overthrew his antagonists 
one by one, as they came up to the attack. But 
weakened by the strife, although he retired victo- 

| rious and encircled with a laurel wreath, he fell ex- 
| hausted by his own efforts, and soon expired on 

And now where is he? Dead, dead, 

| sir; lost to his country and his friends. 
“ For him no more the blazing hearth shall burn” — 


nor wife nor children more shall he behold, 
| nor sacred home. But he shall shortly rest amid 
| his own native hills, with no dirge but the rude 
music of the winds, and after a while, no tears to 
moisten his grave but the dews of Heaven. 
Though dead he still liveth; he liveth in the 
hearts of his friends, in the memory of his ser- 
vices,in the respect éf the States, in theaffections— 
the devoted affections of that household he cher- 
ished. He will live in the tomes of Time, as they 
shall unfold their pages, rich with virtues, to the 
eyes ofthe yet unborn. He lives, and will continue 
| to live, for countless ages, in the advance of that 
science to which, by his intellect, he so much con- 


| tributed, in the disenthralment of man from the 


_ restrictions of Government, in the freedom of 
| intercourse of nations, and kindreds, and tongues, 
which makes our common mother earth throw 
| from her lap her bounteous plenty unto all her 
children. And it may be, that with the example 
set to other nations, there shall arise a union of 
thought and sentiment, and that the strong ties of 
interest, and the silken cords of love, may unite the 
hearts of all, until, from the continents and the isles 
| of the sea, there will come up the gratulation of 
voices, that shall mingle with the choral song of the 
angelic host—‘* Peace on earth; good will to all 
| mankind.”’ 
I move, sir, the adoption of the following reso- 
| lutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard, with deep sensi- 
bility, the announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun C. 


CALHOUN, @ Senator in Congress from the State of South 
Carolina. 


Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in relation 
| to the death of the Hon. Joun C. Catnotn, be communi- 
cated to the family of the deceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That this House will attend the funeral of the 
deceased in a body, and as a further mark of respect for his 
| memory, that it do now adjourn. 
| Mr. WINTHROP rose to second the resolution 
offered by Mr. Hotes, and proceeded as follows: 
I am not unaware, Mr. ares that the voice of 
| New England has already been heard to-day, in 
| its most authentic and most impressive tones, in 
the other wing of this Capitol. But it has been 
suggested to me, and the suggestion has met with 
the promptest assent from my own heart, that here, 
also, that voice should not be altogether mute on 
| this occasion. 
| The distinguished person, whose death has been 
| announced to us in the resolutions of the Senate, 

belonged not, indeed, to us. It is not ours to pro- 

nounce his eulogy. It is not ours, certainly, to 
appropriate his fame. But it is ours, to bear wit- 
| ness to his character, to do justice to his virtues, to 
| unite in paying honor to his memory, and to offer 
our heart-felt sympathies—as | now do—to those 
who have been called to sustain so great a bereave- 
| ment. 
We have been told, sir, by more than one 
adventurous navigator, that it was worth all the 
| privations and perils of a protracted voyage be- 
yond the line, to obtain even a passing view of 
| the Southern Cross—that great constellation of the 
| southern hemisphere. We can imagine, then, 
| what would be the emotions of those who have 
| always enjoyed the light of that magnificent lu- 
_minary, and who have taken their daily and their 
| nightly direction from its refulgent rays, if it were 





suddenly blotted out from the sky. 

Such, sir, and so deep, | can conceive to be the 
|| emotions at this hour, of not a few of the honored 
friends and associates whom I see around me. 

Indeed, no one who has been ever so distant an 
observer of the course of public affairs for a quar- 








to hold a pen, he dictated his last great speech. ter of a century past, cai fail to realize that a star 


That speech has gone forth to the world, and the 
judgment of that world will now impartially be 
sfimped upon it. 


of the first magnitude has- been struck from our 
political firmament. Let us hope, sir, that it has 
only been transferred to a higher and purer sphere, 





| 











622 





= oan ee, ne aOR eer 
where it may shine on with undimmed brilliancy | from a nation’s gratitude. The great American || the philosopher and the statesman, 
|| statesman, who has fallen by the stroke of death, 


forever ! 


THE CO 


Mr. Speaker, it is for others to enter into the | has left the impress of his mind upon the genera- 


details of Mr. Carnown’s life and services. It is — 
for others to illustrate and to vindicate his peculiar 
opinions and principles. 
him only as he was known to the country at large, | 
and to all, without distinction of party, who have | 
represented the country, of late years, in either 
branch of the National Councils. 

And s 


tions among whom he lived—has given to pos- 


; | terity the mines of his recorded thoughts, to 
It is for me to speak of | 


reward their labor with intellectual wealth—has 


| left an example of purity and patriotism on which 


aking of him thus, sir, I cannot hesitate || 


to say, that, among what may be called the second | 
generation of American statesmen since the adop- | 


tion of the Federal Constitution, there has been no | 
man. of a more marked character, of more pro- | 
nounced qualities, or of a wider and more deserved 
distinction. 

The mere length and variety of his public ser- | 
vice, in almost every branch of the National Gov- | 
ernment, running through a continuous period of 
almost forty years—as a member of this Hoyse, as 
Secretary of War, as Vice President of the United | 
States, as Secretary of State, and as a Senator from | 
his own adored and adoring South Carolina— | 
would alone have secured him a conspicuous and | 
permanent place upon our public records. 
But he has left better titles to remembrance than 

which mere office can bestow. 
Chere wasan unsullied purity in his private life; 
there was an inflexible integrity in his public con- 
duct; there was an indescribable fascination in his 
familiar conversation; there was a condensed ener- 
gy in bis formal discourse; there was a quickness of 
perception, a vigor of deduction, a directness and | 
a devotedness of purpose, in all that he said, or 
wrote, or did; there was a Roman dignity in his | 
whole Senatorial deportment; which, together, | 
made up a character which cannot fail to be con- | 
teniplated and admired to the latest posterity. 

J} have said, sir, that New England can appropri- 
ate no part of his fame. But we may be permitted 


| 


an | 
\ 


testa which awaited him in the forum or the Senate | 
Chamber. -Nor can we forget how long and how | 


the wearied eye may rest, 
* And gaze upon the great, 
Where neither guilty glory glows, 
Nor despicable state.’ 

For more than forty years, his name is con- 
spicuous in our history. Born at the close of the 
revolutionary war, he was in full maturity to guide 
the councils of his country in our second contest 
with England. Never unmindful of her claims 


|| upon him, he has devoted a long life to her ser- 


vice, and has closed it, like a gallant warrior, with 
his armor buckled on him. ‘* Death made no 
‘conquest of this conqueror; for now he lives in 
‘fame, though not in life.’”” The only fame, sir, 
which he ever coveted—an impulse to great and 
honorable deeds—a fame which none can despise, 
who have not renounced the virtues which deserve 
it. Itis at least some relief to our hearts, now 


|, heaving with sighs at this dispensation of Heaven, 


| that he now belongs to bright—to enduring his- 


tory; for his was one of ‘‘ the few immortal names 
that were not born to die.’ Of his early history, 


\| the gentleman who preceded me has spoken; of 
|| his illustrious life, 1 need not speak; it is known 


| to millions now living, and will be familiar to the 


| 


| 


|| his last days. 


| 


| failing health gave uneasiness to his friends. 


world in after times. 
But, sir, | propose to say something of him in 
Early in the winter of 1848-9, his 


severe attack of bronchitis, complicated with an 
affection of the heart, disqualified him for the 
performance of his Senatorial duties with the 
punctuality which always distinguished him. It 


| Was then that I became intimately acquainted 
to remember that it was in our schools of learning | 
and of law that he was trained up for the great con- || 


intimately he was associated in the Executive or | 


deliberative branches of the Government with more 
than one of our own most cherished statesmen. 

‘The loss of such a man, sir, creates a sensible 
gap in the public councils. 
3 


which he was so peculiarly identified, no stranger | 
tongue may venture to attempt words of adequate | 
consolation. But let us4ope that the event may | 
not be without a wholesome and healing influence | 
upon the troubles of the times. 
voice, which comes to us all, both as individuals 
and as public officers, in so solemn and signal a | 
providence of God. 
ever happens to the Republic, we must die! Let 
us reflect how vain are the personal strifes and | 
partisan contests in which we daily engage, in | 
view of the great account which we may so soon 
be called on to render! As Cicero exclaimed, in | 
considering the death of Crassus: “ O fallacem | 
hominum spem, fragilem que fortunam, et inanes | 
nosiras contentiones!”’ 

Finally, sir, let us find fresh bonds of brother- 
hood and of union in the cherished memories of | 
those who have gone before us; and let us resolve | 
that, so far as in us lies, the day shall never come, | 
when New England men may not speak of the | 


dead or among the living, as of Americans ard | 
fellow-countrymen ! | 
Mr. VENABLE rose and said, 
Mr. Speaker: In responding to the announce- | 
ment just made by the gentleman from South Car- | 
olina, [Mr. Hormes,] i 
choly office. Ord I consult my feelings alone, I | 
would be silent. In the other end of this building, | 
we have just heard the touching eloquence of two | 
venerable and distinguished Senators, his cotem- | 


} 
i 
j 
{ 


Let us remember that, what- |, 


| within the circle o 
|| a tribute paid spontaneously to wisdom, genius, 


To the State which || 
e represented, and the section of country with || 


Let us heed the || 


| friendship. 


with his mind, and above all, with his heart. 
Watching by his bedside, and during his recovery, 
I ceased to be astonished at the power which his 
master mind and elevated moral feelings had 
always exerted upon those who were included 
his social intercourse. It was 


truth. Patriotism, honesty of purpose, and purity 
of motive, rendered active by the energies of such an 
intellect as hardly ever falls to any man, gathered 
around him sincere admirers and devoted friends. 
That many have failed to appreciate the value of 
the great truths which he uttered, or to listen to the 
warnings which he gave, is nothing new in the 
history of great minds. Bacon wrote for pos- 
terity, and men of profound sagacity always 
think in advance of their_generation. itis body 
was sinking under the invasion of disease before 
I formed his acquaintance, and he was passing 
from among us before I was honored with his 
I witnessed with astonishment the 
influence of his mighty mind over his weak physi- 
cal structure. Like a powerful steam-engine on a 
frail bark, every revolution of the wheel tried its 
capacity for endurance to the utmost. But yet 


| his mind moved on, and as if insensible of the 


decay of bodily strength, put forth without stint 


|| his unequalled powers of thought and analysis, 
‘| until nature well-nigh sunk under the imposition. 


| His intellect preserved its vigor, while his body 


perform a sad and melan- || 


|| was sinking to decay. The menstruum retained 
great names of the South, whether among the | 


all its powers of solution, while the frail cruci- 
| ble which contained it was crumbling to atoms. 
| During his late ilinesa, which, with a short inter- 
mission, has continued since the commencement 
of this session of Congress, there was no abate- 
ment of his intellectual labors. They were di- 
rected as well to the momentous questions now 
| agitating the public mind, as to the completion of 
| a work which embodies his thoughts on the sub- 
| ject of government in general, and our own Con- 
| stitution in particular—thus distinguishing his last 


poraries and compatriots. Their names belong to | days by the greatest effort of his mind, and be- 


their country as well as his; and 1 thought, while | 
each was speaking, of the valiant warrior, clothed | 
in armor, who, when 


queathing it as his richest legacy to posterity. 
| Cheerful in a sick chamber, none of the gloom 


sing the grave of one with || which usually attends the progress of disease an- 


whom he had broken lances and crossed weapons, || noyed him; severe in ascertaining the truth of 


drop 


ped a tear upon his dust, and gave testimony | conclusions, because unwilling to be deceived him- 


to his skill, his valor, and his honor. He whose | self, he scorned to deceive others; skillful in ap- 
spirit has fled, needs no effort of mine to place his | preciating the past, and impartial in his judgment 
| of the present, he looked to the future as depend- 


name on the bright page of history, nor would | 
any eulogy which I might pronounce, swell the 
vast tide of praives:which will flow perennially 


{ 


| ance to his opinions of its nature and cha 


ent on existing causes, and fearlessly gave utter- 
rT; 
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| 
| their necessities.” He loved the truth 
|| trath’s sake, and believed that to tempori: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


i 


A |i 





| affliction, always anxious for the interest of | 
|| country, deeply absorbed in the great quest 


|| sweet and refreshing slumber. 


he discardeg 
construe the Sart 
for the 


| trat y orize, j 
| to increase the evil which we seek to Resnees. Te 


_ approach of death brought no indications of in 
| tience—no cloud upon his intellect. Toa friena ; 
ae spoke of the time and manner in which ;, 


expedients by which men “ 


was best to meet death, he remarked, « 7 have b 
little concern about either; I desire to die in the = 
charge of my duly; Ihave an unshaken f 
leon aaa ¥ a " re 
saw him for days after his last apne . 
the Senate cliahatlies’ gradually eutite ender 
_ power of his malady, without one murmur at his 


reliance’ upon 


ug 


; ; since io 
which agitates the public mind, and earnestly ix. 
| Siring its honorable adjustment, unchanged in the 


| opinions which he had held and uttered for man 
| years, the ardent friend of the Union, and the Con. 
| Stitution, and seeking the, perpetuity of our insti. 
| tutions, by inculcating the practice of justice, and 
| the duties of patriotism. 7 

Aggravated symptoms, on the day before his 
| death, gave notice of his approaching end. | lef, 
him late at night, with but faint hopes of amend. 


! 
|| ment; and on being summoned early the next 


morning, I found him sinking in the cold embrace 
of death. Calm, collected, and conscious of his 
situation, but without any symptom of alarm—his 
| face beaming with intelligence, without one indj- 
| cation of suffering or of pain. 1 watched his 
countenance, and the lustre of that bright eye 
remained unchanged, until the silver cord was 
broken, and then it went out in instantaneous 





|| eclipse. When I removed my hand from closing 


| his eyes, he seemed as one who had fallen into » 
Thus, sir, closed 
| thedays of Joun Catpwe tt Carnovy, the illustri- 
ous American statesman. His life and services shall 
| speak of the greatness of by-gone days with un- 
dying testimony. Another jewel has fallen from 
our crown; an inscrutable Providence has removed 


| from among us one of the great lights of the 





1 
| bation of men, or the triumphs of party. Be 
| willing to stand alone for the right, nor surrender 


age; but it is not extinguished. From a height, 
| to which the shafts of malice or the darts of de. 
| traction never reach, to which envy cannot crawl, 
| or jealousy approach, it will shine brighter and 
| more gloriously, sending its rays over a more 
/extended horizon, and blessing mankind by its 
illumination. The friend of constitutional liberty 
will go to his writings for truth, and to his life for 
,amodel. We, too, should be instructed by his 
| experience, while his presages for the future 
| should infuse caution into our counsels, and pru- 
| dence into our actions. His voice, now no more 
| heard in the Senate, will speak most potentially 
| from the grave. Personal opposition has died 
| with his death. The aspiring cannot fear him, 
/northe ambitious dread his elevation. His life 


| has become history, and his thoughts the property 


| of his countrymen. 

i+ Sir, while we weep over his ve, let us be 
| consoled by the assurance that “ honor decks the 
| turf that wraps his clay.” He was our own, and 
| his fame is also ours. Let us imitate his great 
example, in preferring truthand duty to the appro- 


| independence for any inducement. He was brought 
up in the society of the men of the Revolution, 

saw the work of our Constitution since ils 
| formation, was profoundly skilled in construing 1(8® 
meaning, and sought by his wisdom and integrity 
to give permanency to the Government which 
created. If such high purposes be ours, then our 
_ sun, like his, will go down serenely, and we shall 
have secured ‘a peace above all other dignities— 
a calm and quiet conscience.” 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of we Eeottace: 5 

ich were unanimously agreed to, 
And the House edjouried: 





PETITIONS, &c. ; 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 

| presented under the rule, and referred to the appro 

| priate committees: 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The 
| 126 others, citizens of New 

for the estabiishment of a uniform rate of pos et) 
cent on newspapers, and two cents on prepaid jeiters 

half an ounce weight, and for other cor iding reforms. 

By Mr. ROWE: petition of Josiah C. Wi and 23 


ition of Linus Catlin and 
Iborough, SS T 





slaw 


or hi 


citiZ 
expr 
the | 








ar = fee 


——_— 


ait citizens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying | 


hat po State be hereafier admitted into the Union, 
constitution Of said State shall expressly prohibit 
® xiaence of slaver within its limits. 
‘iso, the petition of Henry Pearson and 208 others, citi- 
oe the same county, praying Congress to repeal all 
os or parts of laws, adopted or enacted by Congress, by 
_ Jj, slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or sanctioned 
+ city of Washington, or the Di-trict of Columbia, and 
ae the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the Na- 
peat Government may be removed to some more suitable 
wateo, the petition of John Reynolds and 225 others, citi- 
ea of the same county, praying Congress to provide by 
we hat whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive 
ion in any State other than that in which he is alleged to 
a eld to service, be shall not be delivered to the claimant 
a agent, except On the finding of a jury that he is the 
‘ave of the claimant. 
aver ~ petiton of William H. Shaw and 329 others, 
sigens of the same county and State, praying Congress to 
, vressly prohibit, by law, slavery and the slave-trade, in all 
ext territories of the United States. 
Oy Mr. SWEETSER: The memorial of Jeremiah Has- 
kins. of Delaware county, Ohio, for compensation for losses 
stained in the war of 1812, a Ls: 
py Mr. WENT WORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Chicago, for two cent postage, cig 
Also, the petition of citizens of McLean county, Ilinois, 


Congres t 
pleas the 


su 


raimail-route from Bloomington, via Kickapoo and Old | 


Town Timber, to Chevey’s Grove, 

py Mr. HUNTER: The petition of J. M. Holmes and 53 
overs, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, asking for a re- 
duction of postage. ih 

Also, the petition of Asa Branson and 52 others, citizens 
of Belmont county, Ohio, in favor of cheap postage. bs 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Hoyle and 50 others, citi- 
zens of Belmont county, Ohio, in favor of cheap postage. 

vr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the following 
memorials of the General Assembly of the State of Arkan- 
sas; which were referred respectively as follows, to wit: 

Praying for the establishment ofa national high road from 
Fort Smith, via Santa Fé, to California ; 

Praying five sections of public land, to be appropriated for 
the erection of an institute for the blind, to be called the 
Clarkesville Institute 5 . , 

Praying appropriation of one tenth of the public lands in 
Arkansas; also, license to locate the five percent. fund. in 
lands, for purposes of education and internal improvements; 
also, the graduation and redaction of the price of public 
ands 
"hioiid permission to locate other sections in lieu of val- 
ueless sixteenths, or school sections; 

Praying for the repair and completion of forts on the 
western frontier of Arkansas ; 

Praying Congress to establish a port of entry at Little 
Rock ; 

Praying the establishment of a mail-route from Napoleon, 
via White river, to Rock river, thence to Elizabeth, thence 
to Batesville, by steamboats. 

Also, the memorial of F. G. Ake, A. A. Scott, and 30 
others, praying the establishment of a mail-route from Little 
fock tu Fort Smith, on the south side of the Arkansas 
river. 

Also, the memorial of John D. Barker, E. J. Woolage, 
and 44others, for the same. 


Also,the memorial of George Jeffries, H. L. Biscoe, and 


others, praying for additional compensation for land officers. 

Also, the memorial of Alexander Ray, guardian of the 
children of T. W. Ross, praying for relief. 

Also, the memorial of H. Smith and others, for additional 
compensation to land officers. 

Also, the memorial of James W. Finley and others, pray- 
ing relief in regard to Bowie land claims. 








IN SENATE. 
Monpay, 4pril 1, 1850. 


On the motion of Mr. KING, the reading of the 

Journal of Thursday was dispensed with. 
DEATH OF MR. CALHOUN. 

Mr. BUTLER rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: I rise to discharge a mournful 
duty, and one which involves in it considerations 
well calculated to arrest the attention of this body. 
It is, to announce the death of my late colleague, 
the Hon. Jounw Carpweit Catnoun. He died at 
his lodgings in this city, on yesterday morning, at 

@!fpast seven o’clock. He was conscious of his 
approaching end, and met death with fortitude and 
tncommon serenity. He had many admonitions 
of its approach, and without doubt he had not 

n indifferent tothem. With his usual aversion 
‘0 profession, he said little for effect on the world, 
and his last hours were an exemplification of his 
life and character, trath and simplicity. 

r. Catnoun, for some years past, had been 
suffering under a pulmonary complaint, and under 
ls effects could not have reckoned on a long exist- 
tnce. Such was his own conviction. The imme- 
diate cause of his death was an affection of the 
heart. A few hours before he expired, he became 
sensible of his situation; and when he was unable 
0 speak, his eye and look evinced recognition and 
intelligence of what was passing. One of the last 

rections he gave was to a dutiful son, who had 
nattending him, to putaway some manuucripts 

Which had been written a short time before, under 
his dictation. ° 
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progress was rapid. He looked forward to a 


eS — 





Mr. Carnoun was the least despondent man I 
ever knew; and he had, in an eminent degree, the | higher arena with eagerness and purpose. 
self-sustaining power of inteilect. His last days, || He hecame.a stadent in Yale College in 1802, 


and his last remarks, are exemplifications of what | and graduated two years afierwards with distine+ 
Ihave just said. Mental determination sustained | tion—as a young man of great ability, and with 
him, when all others were in despair. We saw | the respect and confidence of his preceptors and 
him, a few davs ago, in the seat near me, which || fellows. What they haveSaid and thought of him 


he so long occupied; we saw the struggle of a || would have given any mana high reputation. It 
great mind exerting itself to sustain and overcome | is the pure fountain of a clear reputation. If the 
the weakness and infirmities of a sinking body. || stream has met with obstructions, they were such 
It was the exhibition of a wounded eagle, with his |, as have only shown its beauty and majesty. 
eyes turned to the heavens in which he had soared, || After he had graduated, Mr. Caunoun studied 
but into which his wings could never carry him | law, and for a few years practised in the courts of 
again. | South Carolina, with a reputation that has de- 
Mr. President, Mr. Catnovun has lived in an | He was then remark- 


\ |, scended 4o the profession. 
eventful period of our Republic, and has acted a || able for some traits that have since characterized 
| him. He was clear in his propositions, and cun- 


distinguished part. I surely do not venture too 
much when | say that his reputation forms a || did in fiis intercourse with his brethren. The 
truth and justice of the law inculcated themselves 


striking part of a glorious history. Since 1811 || 
until this time, he has been responsibly connected || on his mind, and when armed with these, he was 
| a great advocate, 


with the Federal Government. As Representa- 
His forensic career was, however, too limited 


tive, Senator, Cabinet Minister, and Vice Presi- | 
dent, he has been identified with the greatest | to makea prominent part in the history of his life. 
He served for some years in the Legislature of his 


events in the political history of our country. || 
And | hope I may be permitted to say that he has || native State; and his great mind made an impres- 
sion on her statutes, some of which have had a 


been equal to all the duties which were devolved 
great practical operation on the concerns of so- 


upon him in the many critical junctures in which 
he was placed. Having to act a responsible part, || ciety. From the Legislature of his own State he 
was transferred to Congress; and from this time 


he always acted a decided part. It would not 

become me to venture upon the judgment which | his career has been a part of the history of the 

awaits his memory. That will be formed by pos- | Federal Government. 

terity before the impartial tribunal of history. It Mr. Catnoun came into Congress at a time of 

may be that he will have had the fate, and will | deep and exciting interest—at ua crisis of great 
magnitude. It was a crisis of peril to those who 


have given to him the jaggment that has been | 
had to act in it, but of subsequent glory to the 


awarded to Chatham. 

I should do the memory of my friend injustice | actors and the common history of the country. 
were I not to speak of his life in the spirit of his- | The invincibility of Great Britain had become a 
tory. The dignity of his whole character would | proverbial expression, and a war with her was 
rebuke any tone of remark which truth and judg- | full of terrific issues. Mr. Caruoun found him- 
ment would not sanction. | self at once ina situation of high responsibility— 

Mr. Catuoun was a native of South Carolina, | one that required more than speaking qualities 
and was born in Abbeville district, on the 18th | and eloquence to fulfill it. The spirit of the peo- 
March, 1782. He was of an Irish family. His | ple required direction; the energy and ardor of 
father, Patrick Calhoun, was born in Ireland, and | youth were to be employed in affairs requiring the 

maturer qualities of astatesman. The part which 


at an early age came to Pennsylvania, thence 
Mr. Carnocn acted at this time has been approved 


moved to the western part of Virginia, and after | 
Braddock’s defeat moved to South Carolina, in || and applauded by contemporaries, and now forms 
|, a part of the’glorious history of those times. 


1756. He and his family gave a name to what is 
known as the Calhoun settlement in Abbeville The names of Cray, Catnoun, Cueves, and 
district. ‘The mother of my colleague was a Miss | Lownpes, Gruyvy, Porter, and others, carried 
Caldwell, born in Charlotte county, Virginia. associations with them that reached the heart of 

the nation. Their clarion notes penetrated the 


The character of his parents had no doubt a sen- | 
sible influence on the destiny of their distinguished || army; they animated the people; and sustained 
the Administration of the Government. With 


son. + father had energy and enterprise, com- | 
such actors, and in such scenes—the most eventful 


bined ‘With perseverance and great mental determi- 
nation. Hhis mother belonged to a family of revo- | of our history—to say that Mr. Carnown did not 
play a second part, is no common praise. In de- 


lutionary heroes. ‘Two of her brothers were dis- | 
tinguished in the Revolution. Their names and bate he was equal with Randolph, and in council 
achievements are not left to tradition, but consti- | he commanded the respect and confidence of Mad- 
tute a part of the history of the times. ison. At this period of his life he had the quality 
Mr. Carnoun was born in the Revolution, and || of Themistocles—to inspire confidence—which, 
in his childhood felt the influence of its exciting |) after all, is the highest of earthly qualities: it is 
traditions. He derived from the paternal stock, | a mystical something which is felt, but cannot be 
intellect and self-reliance, and from the Caldwell’s || described. The events of the war were brilliant 
| and honorable to both statesmen and soldiers, and 


enthusiasm and impulse. The traditions of the | 
Revolution had a sensible influence on his temper || their history may be read with enthusiasm and 
and character. : || delight. ‘The war terminated with honor; but the 
Mr. Catuovcn in his childhood had but limited | measures which had to be taken, in a transition to 
advantages of what is termed a literary tuition. |! a peace establishment, were full of difficulty and 
His parents lived in a newly-settled’country, and || embarrassment. Mr. Cacsnoun, with his usual 
among a sparse population. This population had | intrepidity, did not hesitate to take a responsible 
but a slight connection with the lower country of || part. Under the influence of a broad patriotiem, 
South Carolina, and were sustained by emigrants | he acted with an unealculating liberality to all the 
from Virginia and Perinsylvania. There was of | interests that were involved, and which were 
course but limited means of instruction to children. | brought under review of Congress. His personal 
They imbibed most of their lessons from the con- | adversary at ‘this time, in his admiration for his 
versation: of their parents. Mr. Cannoun has || genius, paid Mr. Catnoun a beautiful compliment 
always expressed himself deeply sensible of that || for his noble and national sentiments. 
influence. At the age of thirteen he was put under || ~-At the termination of Mr. Madison’s adminis- 
the charge of his brother-in-law, Dr. Waddel, in |! tration, Mr. Cavttoun had acquired a commanding 
Columbia county, Georgia. Scarcely had hecom- || reputation; he was regarded ay one of the sages 
menced his literary course before his father and-|| of the Republic. In 1817 Mr. Monroe invited him 
sister died. His brother-in-law, Dr. Waddel, de- 1 to a place in his Cabinet; Mr. Carnoun’s friends 
voted himself about this time to his clerical duties, | doubted the propriety of his accepting it, and some 
and was a great deal absent from home. | of them thougat he would put a high reputation 
On his second marriage he resumed the duties of | at hazard in this new sphere of action. Perhaps 
his academy; and in his nineteenth year Mr. Ca- | these suggestions fired his high and gifted intellect; 
HOUN put himself under the charge of this distin- ! he aceepted the place, and went into the War De- 
guished teacher. It must not be supposed that || partment, under circumstances that might have 
his mind before this had been unemployed. He || appalled other men. His suecess has been ac- 
had availed himself of the advantages of a smail | knowledged; what was complex and confused, he 
library, and had been deeply nspired by his read- | reduced to simplicity and order. His organiza- 
ing of history. {it was.under such influences that || tion of the War Department, and his administra- 
he entered the academy of his preceptor. His |/ tion of its undefined juties, have made the impres- 
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and the sanction of trial. 
To applicants for office Mr. Catnoun made few 
romises, and hence he was not accused of de- 
(ion and deception. When a public trust was 


involved, he would not compromise with duplicity | 


or temporary expediency. 

At the expiration of 
tion, Mr. Catuoun’s name became connected with 
the Presidency; and from that time to his death 
he had to share the fate of all others who occupy 
prominent situations. 

The remarkable canvass for the President to 
succeed Mr. Monroe, terminated in returning 
three distinguished men to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, from whom one was to be elected. 
Mrs. Catnoun was elected Vice President by a 
large majority. He took his seat in the Senate, 
as Vice President, on the 4th of March, 1825, 
having remained in the War Department over 
seven years. ‘ 

While he was Vice President he was placed in 
spme of the most trying scenes of any man’s life. 
1 do not now choose to refer to anything that can 
have the elements of controversy; but I hope I 
may be permitted to speak of my friend and col- 
league in a character in which all will join in pay- 
ing him sincere respect. As a presiding officer of 
this body he had the undivided respect of its 
members. He was punctual, methodical, and 


accurate, and had a high regard for the dignity of | 


the Senate, which, as a presiding officer, he en- 
deavored to preserve and maintain. He looked 
upon debate as an honorable contest of intellect 
for truth, Such a strife has its incidents and its 
trials; but Mr. Catuoun had, in an eminent de- 
gree, a regard for parliamentary dignity and pro- 
riety. 
y en General Hayne’s leaving the Senate to 
become Governor of South Carolina, Mr. Cat- 
Houn resigned the Vice Presidency, and was 
elected in his place. All will now agree that such 
& position was environed with difficulties and dan- 
gers. His own State was under the ban, and he 
was in the national Senate to do her justice under 
his constitutional obligations. That part of his 
life posterity will review, and will do justice to it. 

After his senatorial term had expired, he went 
into retirement by hisown consent. The death of 
Mr. Upshur—so full of melancholy association— 
made a vacancy in the State Department; and it 
was by the common consent of all parties that Mr. 
CatHoun was Called to fill it. This was a tribute 
of which any public man might well be proud. It 
was a tribute to truth, ability, and experience. 
Under Myr. Catnoun’s counsels, Texas was 
brought into the Union. His name is associated 
with one of the most remarkable events of his- 
tory—-that of one Republic being annexed to an- 
other by the voluntary consent of both. Mr. 
CaLnoun was but the agent to bring about this 
fraternal association. It is a conjunction under 
the sanction of his name, and by an influence ex- 
erted through his great and intrepid mind. Mr. 
CaLnoun’s connection with the Executive depart- 
ment of the Government terminated with Mr. 
Tyler’s administration, As a Secretary of State, 
he won the confidence and respect of foreign am- 
bassadors, and his dispatches were characterized 
by clearness, sagacity, and boldness. 

He was not allowed to remain in retirement long. 
For the last five years he has been a member of 
this body, and has been engaged in discussions 
that have deeply excited and agitated the country. 
He has died amidst them. I had never had any 
penne association with Mr. Carnoun until I 

came his colleague in this body. 1 had looked 
on his fame as others had done, and had admired 
his character. There are those here who know 
more of him than I do. I shall not pronounce 
any such judgment as may be subject to a contro- 
versial criticism. But I will say, as a matter of 
justice, from my own personal knowledge, that I 
never knew a fairer man in argument or a juster 
man in purpose. His intensity allowed of little 
compromise. While he did not qualify his own 
positions to suit the temper of the times, he appre- 
ciated the unmasked propositions of others. As 
a Senator, he commanded the respect of the ablest 
men of the body of which he was a member; and I 
believe 1 may say, that where there was no political 
bias to influence the judgment, he had the confi- 
dence of his brethren. As a statesman, Mr. Cat- 
Howun's reputation belongs to the history of the 
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|| his ideas with clearness, simplicity, and force, and 
r. Monroe’s administra- | 


|| they were only for illustration. His manner and | 








| the same time by some highly esteemed friends, | 





| his mind, like arrows from a well-drawn bow. | 


| action in that term of the great Athenian orator and | 
| statesman. 


| a man of primitive tastes and simple manners. He 


} the left arm. 





country, and I commit it to his countrymen and 
posterity. 

In my opinion, Mr. Catnoun deserves to occupy 
the first rank asa parliainentary speaker. He had 
always before him the dignity of purpose, and he 
spoke to anend. From a full mind he expressed 


in language that seemed to be the vehicle of his 
thoughts and emotions. His thoughts leaped from 


They had hoth the aim and force of a skillful 
archer. He seemed to have had little regard for 
ornament; and when he used figures of speech, 


countenance were his best language; and in these | 
there was an exemplification of what is meant by 





They served to exhibit the moral ele- 
vation of the man. 

In speaking of Mr. Catnoun as a man anda 
neighbor, | hope I may speak of him in a sphere 
in which all will like to contemplate him. Whilst 
he was a gentleman of striking deportment, he was 


had the hardy virtues and simple tastes of a repub- 
lican citizen. No one disliked ostentation and 
exhibition more than he did. WhenI say Ke was 
a good neighbor, | imply more than [ have ex- 
ressed. it is summed up under the word justice. 
will venture to say, that no one in his private 
relations could ever say that Mr. CaLuoun treated 
him with injustice, or that he deceived him by 
professions. His private character was charac- 
terized by a beautiful propriety, and was the ex- 
emplification of trutf, justice, temperance, and | 
fidelity to his engagements. 
I will venture another remark: Mr. Catnoun 
was fierce in his contests with political adversaries. 
He did not stop in the fight to count losses or be- 
stow favors. Bat he forgot resentments and for- 
gave injuries inflicted by rivals with signal mag- 
nanimity. Whilst he spoke freely of their faults, 
he could with justice appreciate the merits of all 
the public men of whom I have heard him speak. 
He was sincerely attached to the institutions of 
this country, and desired to preserve them pure 
and make them perpetual, 
In the death of Mr. Catnoun, one of the bright- 
est luminaries has been extinguished from the 
political firmament. It is an event which will 
produce a deep sensation throughout this broad 
land. 

I have forborne to speak of his domestic rela- | 
tions. They make a sacred circle, and | will not 
invade it. 

Mr. Bur er then offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed by 
the Vice President to take order for superintending the 
funeral of the Hon: Joun Catpwett CaLnoun, which will 


take place to-morrow, at 12 o’clock meridian, and that the 
Senate will attend the same. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due 
to the memory of the Hon. Joun CaLDWELL CaLuoun, de- 
ceased, late a member thereof, will go into mourning for 
him for one month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on 





Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark of re- 
spect to the memory of the deceased, the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, prompted by my | 


own feelings of profound regret, and requested at 


wish, in rising to second the resolutions which have | 
been offered, and which have just been read, to add 
a few words to what has been so well and so justly 
said by the surviving colleague of the illustrious | 
deceased. 

My personal acquaintance with him, Mr. Pres- 
ident, commenced upwards of thirty-eight years 
ago. We entered at the same time, together, the 

ouse of Representatives at the other end of this 
building. The Congress of which we thus became 
members was that amongst whose deliberations 
and acts was the declaration of war against the 
most powerful nation, as it respects us, in the 
world. During the preliminary discussions which 
arose in the preparation for that great event, as well 
as during those which took place when the resolu- 
tion was finally adopted, no member displayed a 
more lively and patriotic sensibility to the wrongs 
which led to that momentous event than the de- 
ceased whose death we all now so much deplore. 
Ever active, ardent, able, no one was in advance of 
him in advocating the cause of his country, and 
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denouncing the foreign injustice which * 
us to appeal to arms. Of all Congresses’ ot 
which I have had any acquaintance since my an > 
into the service of the Federal Government, in no. 
in my humble opinion, has been assembled ca 
a galaxy of eminent and able men as were jn - 
ouse of Representatives of that Congress wh; } 
declared the war, and in that immediatel follow 
ing the peace; and amongst that eplendia A 
blage none shone more bright and brilliant a 
the star which is now set. = 
It was my happiness, sir, during a larg 
the life of the departed, to concur with him on all 
great questions of national policy. And, at q later 
period, when it was my fortune to differ from him 
as to measures of domestic policy, I had the ha 
piness to agree with him generally as to those 
which concerned our foreign relations, and egne. 
cially as to the preservation of the peace of the 
country. During the long session at which the way 
was declared, we were messmates, as were othe, 
distinguished members of Congress from his own 
patriotic State. I was afforded, by the intercourse 
which resulted from that fact, as well as the gyb. 
sequent intimacy and intercourse which arose 
between us, an opportunity to form an estimate 
not merely of his public, but of his private life ; and 
no man with whom I have ever been acquainted 
exceeded him in habits of temperance and reg. 
ularity, and in all the freedom, frankness, and 
affability of social intercourse, and in all the tender. 
ness and respect and affection which he mani- 
fested towards that lady who now mourns more 
than any other the sad event which has just oc. 
curred. Such, Mr. President, was the high esii- 


€ part of 


| mate I formed of his transcendent talents, that, if 


at the end of his service in the executive depart. 
ment under Mr. Monroe’s:administration, he had 
been called to the highest office in the Govern. 


| ment, I should have felt perfectly assured that 


under his auspices, the honor, the prosperity, and 
the glory of our country would have been safely 
placed. 

Sir, he is gone! No more shall we witness 
from yonder seat the flashes of that keen and 
penetrating eye of his, darting through this cham- 
ber. No more shall we behold that torrent of 
clear, concise, compact logic, poured out from his 
lips, which, if it did not always carry conviction 
to our judgment, commanded our great admire 
tion. Those eyes and those ‘lips are closed for- 
ever! 

And when, Mr. President, will that great va- 
cancy which has been created by the event to 
which we are now alluding, when will it be filled 
by an equal amount of ability, patriotism, and de- 
votion, to what he conceived to be the best inter- 
ests of his country? 

Sir, this is not the appropriate occasion, nor 


| would I be the appropriate person to attempt a 


delineation of his character, or the powers of his 
enlightened mind. I will only say, in a few words, 
that he possessed an elevated genius of the highest 
order; that in felicity of generalization of the sub- 
jects of which his mind treated, I have seen him 
surpassed by no one; and the charm and captiva- 
ting influence of his colloquial powers have been 
felt by all who have conversed with him. | was 
his senior, Mr. President, in years—in nothing else. 
According to the course of nature, 1 ought to have 

receded him. It has been decreed otherwise; but 
yor that [ shall linger here only a short time 
and shall soon follow him. 

And how brief, how short is the period ol 
man existence allotted even to the youngestamo 
us! Sir, ought we not to profit by the contempa- 
tion of this melancholy occasion? Ought we oot 
to draw from it the conclusion how unwise itis 0 
indulge in the acerbity of unbridled debate? how 
unwise to yield ourselves to the sway of the at 
mosities of party feeling? how wrong it Is to lr 
dulge in those unhappy and hot strifes which 1 
often exasperate our feelings and mislead our judg: 
ments in the discharge of the high and —. 
duties which we are called to perform? How ur 
becoming, if not presumptuous, it is in us, who 
are the tenants of an hour in this earthly a 
to wrestle and struggle together with a violent 
which would not be justifiable if it were our p& 
petual home! . , 

In conclusion, sir, while I beg leave to expres 
my cordial sympathies aad sentiments of the dee” 
est condolence toward all who stand in near 


tion to him, | trust we shail all be instructed by 
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